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The Sunderland Video by Mick Catmull / Violin by Philipp Klaus
presented at Beamish Hall 24th May 1993
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Sunderland was known for shipbuilding
but the last pit in the North East UK Is here in
Wearmouth.
In 1815 there were 200 000 miners working
more than 200 pits in this area.

UK PRESIDENT of the Board of Trade, Michael
Heseltine has plans, in 1994, to sell the last 5 pits
in the whole of the UK - to the private sector...

Visit by Mick Catmull from
A19 Film and Video Sunderland

Talking about DECLINE AND FOLLY: a four-part series about the
modernisation of European Regions affected by industrial decline,

“ | want to develop a series of four documentaries about the
modernisation of Europe’s traditionat, formerly coal-based, industrial
regions, and its social and cultural consequences. The series will
concentrate on four of those regions: the Ruhrgebeit, North East
England, Limberg and Saxony.

Fve become intergsted in this subject whilst producing for Channel 4
two 52 minute documentaries about industrial regeneration in
Sunderland. These programmes chronical the lives of three families
over a three year period against a backdrop of attempts to bring new
industry 1o Wearside, in the wake of the shutdown of Sunderland's
600 year old shipbuilding industry.

The series | now want to develop will tell a lively and continuous story
that starts and finishes with the British in Germany, civil servants in
post-war West Germany designing the regional, consensualist
political system that served the Ruhrgebeit’s modernisation so well.
We shall then come to Britain, where our government, ignoring the
part it had played in the German success story, looked instead across
the Atlantic for the Docklands-style regeneration mode! it was to use
for the modernisation of old industrial areas like the north-east. Next-

we go to Limberg in the Netherlands, where an interventionist .

provincial government modernised its region within a “Europe of the:
Regions” strategy, seeing the location of the European conference
at Maastricht, Limberg's main city, as being that strategy’s vindication
Then finally to Saxony, where the British are now ‘helping out” by
sending private business men and consultants across to show the
East Germans how to "successfully establish a free enterprlse mark
economy”l *
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FROSTOCK

THE TRUTH LIES IN ROSTOCK
THURSDAY [0.35pm 22nd JULY 4503

CHANNEL 4 boo-

August 1992 Lichrenhagenestate, Rostock, former

bomb a refugee centre and the home of Vietnam-
ese guest warkers while 3000 spectators stood by
and ctapped.

Using material filmed from inside the attacked

@ houses and interviews with anti-fascists, the Viet-

B narnese guest workers, police. bureaucrats. neo-

nazis and residents, a story of political collusion
and fear unfolds.

B PRODUCTION TEAM - JAKO VIDEO CODPERATIVE
’ ROSTOCK

PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY
Siobhan Cleary and Murk Saunders

A SPECTACLE PRODUCTI(N

TEL 0714283994
FAX 071 978 1361

RACISM IN ROSTOCK

Mark and Siobhan who were with us at our first two INURA
conferences were unable to make Beamish because they were in
Rostock making this TV film documentary. it was made in close
collaboration with anti-racist and cornmunity groups in Rostock
and was shown on Channel 4 TV in UK in September 1993.

East Germany. Police withdraw as fascists petsol -

OTHER [NURA ACTION

In June 1993, a group of community activists from housing,
transport, and environmental campaigns, including several UK
INUBA members cccupied County Hall, the former homa of
the Greater London Council. (GLC)

The GLC was abglishad in 1986 and the Government has since
then been trying to sell the prestige riverside property oif to
developers as a hotel, offices and {uxury fiats. A Japanese
company now has an option to convert County Hall into a hotel.

The protestors stayed in the building for 24 hours, hanging giant
banners from the windows proclaiming that
“Landon’s Town Hail” had been reclaimed for Londoners.
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TRANSGRESSIONS”
Alastair Bonnett

t recently stumbled onto INURA in mid-drift through London’s
Dacklands. Curious, and encouraged by a friend from the locally
formed Londan Psychogeographical Association, | tagged along.
It was an Instructive day out; a guided tour accompanied by a
critical history of local planning outrages. And, thankfully, the
assembled INURAites were a friendly and disparate crowd,
unencumbered by too many academics or too much jargon.

How civilised. These people, | mused, are exactly the kind of
people ! want to get involved with; critical, accessibie,
international and transgressive. And it is for precisely that
reason that | want to introduce you all to “Transgressions;

A Journal of Urban Exploration”. This new journal is being
launched next Spring. It will be open to all writers and _
researchers, academics and activists, with somethiry innovative
and challenging to say about urban society and space.

More specifically “Transgressions" will be devoted to the _
discussion and debate of the boundaries and barriers that are so
much part of contemporary urban life. Thus, for examplg, the
joumal wiit be publishing material on the themes of commiunity
resistance, the genderised racialised sexualise'd”hat'ure of urban
space, utopian and libertarian theories and practices of Urban
transgression and change. BT e

As the editor of “Transgressions” 'd like ta invite INUHA' members
to consider submitting something to the journal. Do get in'fouch
to discuss your ideas. Articles can be as short as 500 words or
as long as 6000. S

And why not think about subscribing, or getting your local lbrary
to subscribe as well? It's worth mentioning that "Transgressions”
is not funded by any of the major publishers or professional
bodies, 50 your support is very much appreciated. A year's
subscription (two issues) costs £8 for the unwaged and £12 for
other individuals; £35 for institutions. Cheques/IMOs to
“Transgressions”,

Write to me, Alastair Bonnett, at “Transgressions”, Department of
Geography, University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Newcastle, NE1
7RU, UK.
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I you did not attend the conference and have
not yet paid your membership for 1993 please
read the “reminder” and send your fee to
Richard Woiff in Zurich

YOU SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED YOUR
UPDATED MAILING LIST AS WELL AS THIS
BULLETIN
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g 701 Melody Centre 159 Mayer Street Germiston 1407
P.O. Box 53373 Troyevilie 2139 South Alco
Phone (011)8255205/6 Fax (01138255204

Fred Robinson

Department of Sociology and Sociat Policy
University af Durham

Durham City DH1 4aU

UK

FAX: 0944-91-3744743

20 May 1323
Dear Fred - . . -

As we discussed the other day, here follows a brigt description of the
research project I'm working on:
The East Rand, 2 000 square kilometers, 2 500 oog people, 22 local
althorities, is South Africa’s industria) heart, It is an integral part of the
Witwatersrand ccnurbation., The geld mines which originally made the Fast
Rand's economy are now mostly mined out, a process which started in the 193Cs.
5ti11, there are many minedumps left —- and also lots of smokestacks, because
from early in the century the gold mines were complemented by matals
production, engineering, and metalworking firms {many of them of British
origins), which serviced their needs. In the immediate postwar era, this
metals complex expanded, and effectively piayed this servicing role for the
entire South African economy. It was joined in the region by mass production
consumer goods plants (many of them muctinationals), and a variety of
fntermediate input providers {chemicals, glass) as the country industrialised
on an import-substitution model,

The story of the East Rand's industrialisation and urbanisation ig the
emblematic tale of South Africa’s limited rise — and sharp decline -- as an
industrial power. 1In 1985, the East Rand had 2 800 manufacturing
establishments, 227 ono employees, and a gross manufacturing output of nearly

R14 billion. About 50% of its Gross Gecographic Product (regional GDP) came
from manufacturing.

After limited growth in the 19708, thiz manufacturing base hes eroded
significantly in the 1980s and 19805, owing to the South African circumstances
of lack of growth, and the accelerated decline of the mining industry -~ but
8150 in lire with the decline of such metals sectors worldwide. Since the
beginning of 1989 some 120 00O jebx have been lost in the metal industries
nationally, in 1881 and 1692 at a rate of nearly 3 000 jobs a month. A
slonificant proportien of these losses have gocurred on the East Rand. This

seriousness of this decline 13 underlined by an estimate that this
agglomeration of heavy industry — basic iron and steg) and non-ferrous
metals, and fabricated metal products, machinery, and electrical machinery --
st111 mccounts for 53% of East Rand manufacturing employment, 45% of this +rom
the metalworking component.

Anyway, enovugh statistics. The research project I'm working on aims to try and
understand this economic situation, to ask 3f deindustrirlisation is actually
oceurring, and then to look at what kind of planaing alternatives exist for
doing something about all of it. The main planning emphases are economic
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i bly its metals heart — and
- enerating the tocal economy, notal
:ﬁ;i:ggTeff reh;§€1i:;:inggboth Tand and buildings. Of course, t:e;: ﬁ;:tzigzz
of other social/political ramifications tao this, which carng
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t in the region., Thera's mucn, . e
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about it.

i ' tt. If
' ta come to the INURA meeting. But I can’t maka _
ngén: ?;yiét:?g;f:d in getting a Scuth African perspect:;eﬂ;¥; iiing;3};:§
topic (by early July there'11 be a full account of thﬁEast ta“.L S 2eonony o
an outline of future research), and iq networking/co ahgra nrg In any way on
this, please don't hesitate to communicats at the fax number p

above.

Thank you

THE TOTAL REFERENCE POINT FOR
Robin Bloch WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT

WORLD-WIDE LIST OF WATERFRONT

DEVELOPMENTS HELD BY

Codirector Ann Breen
The Waterfront Centre
1536 44th Street N.W.
Washington D.C. 20007
USA
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