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Vienna is by far the largest city in Austria and functions as
the cultural, economic, and political centre of the Republic. The city is situated next to the river Danube but, dissimilar to various other European cities, it does not open
towards the water, due to the, at that time, rough water
and unusable banks. Vienna expanded aside, southwest
of the Danube with its city centre bounded to an arm of

Vienna is not only praised for its long tradition of art and
culture it is also known under the nickname ‘Red Vienna’,
which refers to the city’s highly socialists focus during the
interwar period. Nowadays, Vienna retains the highest
score spot as the city with the world’s best quality of living, according to the Mercer 2010 Quality of Living Survey and remains at this top for the second time in a row.

to the urban grid of the city. The ring-formed structure
that characterized the Viennese city development is composed of two former city walls and connects the 23 districts.

More and more the municipality who proudly represents
its rich history sees the need to counterbalance this image. Examples as the Museums Quarter, presenting contemporary art in a creative atmosphere and wrapped by
functioning modern urban public space, next to historic

The inner city, enclosed by the ring, is furnished with many
impressive public and private buildings, the monuments
of the Habsburgisches Reich and the different museums
and parks. This area is printed on cards and represents
the general picture tourists have. However, what may
symbolize Vienna for tourists is often [deliberately] avoided by its own citizens. In this way, Vienna’s city centre
can be perceived as the empire theme park.

of a cross-border region CENTROPE, strengthening ties
urban development Aspern also relates to this ambition.
Along the same line the prestige project Hauptbahnhof
project should be named.
And Vienna also has learned its lessons. After the struggles of the 1970s it developed the internationally debated
model tool “soft urban renewal” and after the 1990s it advocates creative city tools as the SOHO-festival in the
Brunnenviertel. As “soft” and comparatively slow urban
transformations may occur in Vienna – to what extend
Vienna’s city marketing slogan ‘Wien ist anders’ (Vienna
is different) holds true is subject of continuing discussion.

be on the way of establishing a profound international
position. Since the 1970s it is home to a number of international institutions and companies. It is hosting UnitCentre, colloquially also known as UNO City. Apart from
this, Vienna seeks to take advantage of its central position within Europe and actively engages in the formation
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