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New metropolitan mainstream in 
Vienna
Vienna is by far the largest city in Austria and functions as 
the cultural, economic, and political centre of the Repub-
lic. The city is situated next to the river Danube but, dis-
similar to various other European cities, it does not open 
towards the water, due to the, at that time, rough water 
and unusable banks. Vienna expanded aside, southwest 
of the Danube with its city centre bounded to an arm of 

to the urban grid of the city. The ring-formed structure 
that characterized the Viennese city development is com-
posed of two former city walls and connects the 23 dis-
tricts.

The inner city, enclosed by the ring, is furnished with many 
impressive public and private buildings, the monuments 
of the Habsburgisches Reich and the different museums 
and parks. This area is printed on cards and represents 
the general picture tourists have. However, what may 
symbolize Vienna for tourists is often [deliberately] avoid-
ed by its own citizens. In this way, Vienna’s city centre 
can be perceived as the empire theme park.

Vienna is not only praised for its long tradition of art and 
culture it is also known under the nickname ‘Red Vienna’, 
which refers to the city’s highly socialists focus during the 
interwar period. Nowadays, Vienna retains the highest 
score spot as the city with the world’s best quality of liv-
ing, according to the Mercer 2010 Quality of Living Sur-
vey and remains at this top for the second time in a row.

More and more the municipality who proudly represents 
its rich history sees the need to counterbalance this im-
age. Examples as the Museums Quarter, presenting con-
temporary art in a creative atmosphere and wrapped by 
functioning modern urban public space, next to historic 

be on the way of establishing a profound international 
position. Since the 1970s it is home to a number of in-
ternational institutions and companies. It is hosting Unit-

Centre, colloquially also known as UNO City. Apart from 
this, Vienna seeks to take advantage of its central posi-
tion within Europe and actively engages in the formation 

of a cross-border region CENTROPE, strengthening ties 

urban development Aspern also relates to this ambition. 
Along the same line the prestige project Hauptbahnhof 
project should be named.

And Vienna also has learned its lessons. After the strug-
gles of the 1970s it developed the internationally debated 
model tool “soft urban renewal” and after the 1990s it ad-
vocates creative city tools as the SOHO-festival in the 
Brunnenviertel. As “soft” and comparatively slow urban 
transformations may occur in Vienna – to what extend 
Vienna’s city marketing slogan ‘Wien ist anders’ (Vienna 
is different) holds true is subject of continuing discussion.

Vienna, Austria

Fernwärme Wien Ges.mbH

Donauinselfest

subway extension (U2)

Fußball-EM 2008

Wagengruppe Treibstoff
Augartenspitz

Uniqua Tower
IBM

Arena
Gasometer

Naturistenpark Lobau

T-Mobile Center

Subway extension project (U1)New Train Station Meidling

Westbahnhof
meeting point Critical Mass

SOHO in Ottakring

MQ (Museums Quartier Wien)
Wiener Opernball

Viennale

WUK

Praterstrasse 10

City Airport Train (CAT)

Twin City Liner

Multiple Flagshipstores

Media Tower

Augartenspitz
Station: Praterstern

Central Railway Station

* Inhabitants 3’300’000Vienna Region PGO 

scale 1:25.000

Strategic Urban Infrastructure Projects

Flagship Projects

Failed and Grounded (large) Projects

Spaces and Places of Resistance / Alternatives

other

Subcentres

Areas of State-Led Reinvestment 
/ Areas of Urban Regeneration

Central areas

Trendy Neighbourhoods

Areas of disinvestment

Areas of Private Reinvestment 
/ Areas of Intense Neighbourhood Upgrading

Areas of Privatization

Very High Income Area

Gated Communities / Exclusionary Zones

Informal Settlements

Legend
Urban Region

Events



(Original) Purpose: At the disused Aspern  situat 
 ed to the north-east of V  be  a new district in 

 to the city and  road 

Dimension: A 240 Hectares site  800 000 sqm 
 (means 8500 apartments) and 1 100 000 sqm com 

 and  situated around a 

Project costs: 
Investors:

Wohnfonds Wien
Architects:  T  architects and 

Description/Reason for this choice/Background con-
text
After the  of the former dead-end station (Süd-
bahnhof) a  station  be  The 
project  new  the adjacent -
hofsCity” y

 entertainment) and a mayor urbanisation 

The project has  in two important 
 part of the nation wide -

 it aims to  urban  en-
 and modernisation of  station 

And  embedded in the City of Vienna’s effort to 
behind its dead-end position from the  War times and 

 an  and  as a  point in Cen-
 the project performs  a 

into the T
 This ambi-

tion is  to Vien-
na’s  in 

 the infrastruc-
 remains 

 of 
 the subway sys-

tem (subway passes at 
 an 

 (au-
tomated  is  to connect the subway 

 the  station and the new  And 

igni cance for e  etropolitan ainstream
Shift of priorities from  of 
transport systems to  this 

 and  functions within  as 
 as  urban  and  ex-

 and  eradication 
of the  of inner and outer periphery 
of  of the construction 

 and  of an  Liner (by 
this  NMM  of  and 

 of City of Vi-
enna and 

Stakeholders and their interests The City of Vienna tries 
to  its position in interurban  The en-

 restructured Austrian  hopes to  from 
the  of its property  for the construction in-
dustry  The  fear disturbances due to 

 in the area and threats to its  monuments 
 by  criticism from the Austrian 

court of audit for cost  omission of an open tender-
 procedure and 

poor  trans-
port  Very 

 resonance or 
resistance from 
the rest of the city

D e a l s S t r o n

communica t in

Impacts  and  impacts on adjacent -
 and  expenditure 

 impacts on  transport 

Hauptbahnhof ( I  entral Rail a  Station) Aspern it  (Vienna´s urban Lakeside)(

Purpose: Construction of a new  in 

Dimensions: 13  estimated  trains and 
 per day  T  area of new urban 

 59  sqm  sector and 
 for  infrastruc 

 ture (2  and  jobs  estimations 

Project costs:  euro for station and infrastruc 
 ture (recent estimates)
Investors: City of V  Au 

Architects: ffmann and Wimmer

S nthesis over all  projects and outlook

The dominant  about the city of Vienna are  by three main 
 the  today  present in numerous  monu-

ments  the city and  to y  the  of the “Red Vienna” 
of the  incorporated in a  number of  projects 
And y  the  in  of  ran-

 – in a recent Mercer  of  report  Vienna as top one -

At the same  since the Second W  War  Vienna  an  of 
 a  and  oriented country at the  of  – -

 disrupted after the  of its former  Since the 1990s – with the  of the 
 Austria‘s  accession and the  eastern  – Vienna  tries 

to shape a `new  of a  which in fact counts on prosperous 
but which is  and tries to position  as a 

 this  the  ‚Vienna is different‘ (Wien ist anders) refers to two 
 contradictory  the one hand the city  in the 

production of  of modernity and  – expressed by a  priority 
for  projects and  and supported 
by  corporatist  and  between dominant  and 
the  of the construction industry  the other hand the city  from its 
tradition and reputation as a  The  of 

 rent  and the Viennese  of ‚soft urban 
renewal‘ (sanfte )  the city ‚different‘ to other  at 
the same time this  different`  the  that these features are 

 from former  which are  out and reperformed  su-

The  process of the MQ  how the ambition to reshape 

Description / Reason for this choice / Background con-
text
 Aspern is one of the t urban expansion areas in -

 A new district for  and 
 projects is  and promoted under the -

 ‚work-life-balance  Ur-
ban  be modern 
and  and at the same 
time based on  and 

 criteria and 
space for future inhabitants 
from different 
and  to  their 

 The idea for the pro-
ject  in the course of 
the
in  in order to create a 
new  project as a  for the  society

 is part of the 
City of Vienna’s effort to  in the new cross-border re-

 and create a  between Vienna 

Signi cance for e  etropolitan ainstream
The projection of the new town Aspern creates a new utopi-
an  space to  “new ways of  – which 
is  with dominant conceptions of 

 bit open society  but  At the same time 
it expresses a  commitment by the City of Vienna to 
the  of a  and 

 in which Vienna is seen 
as a  And the construction of the new district 
is  to the extension of the subway  (U2) – 

Stakeholders and their interests  the City of Vi-
 who focuses on the  and the subway ex-

 and apart from 
some  and the 

where the Vienna Uni-
 of T

 the majority  it is 
not  now who 
the  be 

r  because es-
 in the second of 

three  star-
 in  a  of pri-

Deals There is a  between the City of Vienna 
and the  (Austrian 
After a new  was  the costs for the 
projected  connection  (from 428 
up to more than one  euro) – which  a con-

 whether the  be 
There are as  some  made at the tertiary sector 
with the Vienna  of T y  Y  now  the 
aim of these  is to promote the  pro-

Impacts As the project is  in its  possib-
 impacts can  be estimated y r  it 

 an enormous  and  positi-
V

 Purpose Sanfte Stadterneuerung
 (soft urban  in cooperation with SOHO in Ottakring

Dimensions
Project costs
Investors  urban  by  funds 

Architects: none 

T
 Brunnenviertel

Description / Reason for this choice / Background con-
text:
The Brunnenviertel is a  part of the 16th district 
(Ottakring  at the west of the city center  Nowadays 
the former  a  share 
of  the mid-1990s the area 
was affected by  and had a bad  As 

a consequence there was a  rate of y
which was then used by an art project to create temporary 
exhibition  by SOHO turned into an 

 Since the city  of 2005 
the Brunnenviertel is  as to be soft
urban renewal

Signi cance for e  etropolitan ainstream:
The Brunnenviertel has become part of the 
As a  of  and  it was 
by  and now  consumed by the new 
urban  This  was supported 
by the  of Vienna and 
The interconnection between (soft) urban  and 

 as  as the importance of 
partnership mechanisms within this process  it 

V  
Stakehold-
ers and their 
interests:
T h e 

s
of SOHO
and others 
c t u r a

 are 
i n t e r e s t e d 
in cheap 

 and 
wor space 
and an 
i n s p i r i n

 The  of Vienna wants to position 
 as a destination for the  and 
 the  and  costs of the 

 anticipated  of the 
 and  estate funds 

(ethnic) entrepre 

Deals 
With the  of soft urban  the  of Vienna 
expects to  from the  of 

 at the same time  its 
The  for the  of 
are therefore  to  conditions 
the  rent increase after the  Y  in the 
Brunnenviertel major  and  estate funds by-
pass this conditions by  on  and new 

Impacts
The  of V SOHO  and the 
new urban  from the  atmosphere 
and the rich  in the  and 

 estate funds  a  on  increased 
 some  (ethnic) entrepreneurs rose y  the 

majority of the  poor  residents faces the 

the  and to  of modernity often 
-

The  is a recent  how a  process of a  is 

at the same time cushioned and  by  “there is no 
in Vienna because of soft urban renewal
The projected urban expansion area `Seestadt Aspern` expresses the dedication of the city 
to prosper and  and perform its  function in the cross-border 

 and austrian  the 
 At the same time the therewithin featured ways of modern 

focus on  rooted in  ways of 

The  station  a bad copy of (contested)  experiences 
(other  station projects or the  and expresses the  to 
rid of  of inner and outer periphery  orchestrate modernity and 

 is its  for  considerations  an 

After the  crisis and  since 2010 the 
 discourses of  is  on the  and re-

performed – much emphasis  put on cuts in  expenditures and  abuse of 
 the context of  the  of  security 

issues is  pushed forward in a  way by the  party  countered by 
the  by  and  actions  pro forma 

 on secondary  this context the further cut down of  pro-
 on  projects and a  of  can I RA VI A  une 

argot Deerenberg  Roland Hemedinger  
Bettina Köhler  ran iska Lind  

ohannes Puchleitner  
homas Stini  elix Wiegand. 

(Original) Purpose: The  of a contemporary art 

Dimension: exhibition space  on an 
 dimensions 400x200 

 per year  At the time of its  the Museum’s Quart 

Project costs: 
Investors: Vienna 25 %
Architects: Ortner&Ortner

useums uarter

Description 
The  now  the ‘MuseumsQuartier’ (MQ) 
was  the r’s horse  in 
after the First W  War  1998 it was Vienna’s fair 

 on a circuitous  the 
MQ opened in  Today the area consists of 3 major 

 a  of  contemporary art 
 and a broad open  out 

The  intended as a counter  to Vienna’s 
 meant to transport 

contemporary art and to be a  point for 21st century 

 terms of city  and architecture the 
under constant  of the monument protection and faced 

 of the  of the 
 omission of rear  of barrier-free 
 poor  of front door area and no open  for 

bids) –  in a baroque fortress with its 
the  functions  as a  it faces 

 between the  the 
 a  urban  short the 

MQ shows how projects at such a  are approached 
and  with 
in

Signi cance 
for e  et-
r o p o l i t a n 

ainstream
T h e 
u n d e r y i n
s t r o n
ambition to 
form a 
f s h i p 

 the MQ to be top  as  fact the MQ is 
now used as a brand to promote  as a hip 
urban area with a  of y
the MQ shows in recent years a tendency to censor the 

 participants of its  symbiosis” since the 

 the restriction of it’s  spaces created 
discontent  the  of  which 

 in a series of demonstrations  on 
 the ban of  catered  on the ‘hip’ 

 the point that the  seems to 
promote a way of  for those who are 
to afford or are  to  under the  of the 

 and their house  are 
 to access the area  as  as 

Stakeholders 
and their in-
terests
The
of Austria and 
City of Vienna 
are in 
need for a 
modern urban 

 Further 
to be named 
are major 
art
such as 

 and the  who  much 
of the share of 

A minority of  15 state owned  with its few 
tenants who  oppose  form of 

Impacts  the project doesn’t seem to 
– it’s acceptance is  is a  ex-

 of how the state  with the 
of certain areas and is  the precise  that 


