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_Lesson Learned Number 1:
“avoid getting trapped in the
“uniqueness of Rome”

by Silvia Macchi

A year ago, during one of the periodic meetings
| have with colleagues from the Women's
Studies Program of Birzeit University, one of
them anncunced that in future they intended 1o
enlarge their analyses of the condition of
Dalastinian women from solely those in the
occupied territories (the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip) to the entire Middle East (Lebanen,
Syria, Jordan, etc.). "You've finally discovered
that you're nof unique!l" These words came out
of my mouth bafore | even dared to think them.
My Palestinian colleague, much less surprised
than me by what § had sald, broke into laughter
and responded "We manage to be unique even
in the way we understand aur lack of
uniquenass.”
Admitting being trapped in one's uniqueness is
quite painful. As an inhabitant of Rome - where
[ was not born but where | chose and continue
{o choose to live = dismissing our uniqueness
even for a moment makes me feel as if | have
cut off an arm or a leg. Stili, | can do nothing but
thank all of the friends of INURA who have
urged us to be aware of this potent Emitation in
- our approach to Reman urban activism.
However, my true gratitude must go to the
municipal adminstration of the City of Rome.
With the new Zoning Master Plan (PRG), the
administration has managed to reunite a myriad
of urban activists who had not spoken fo each
other for yaars, each one cccupied with their
own small local problem. | have no idea if this
happens in &ll cities in the world, but that which
today holds many of Rome's inhabitants
together against the municipal administration is
not the lack of affordable housing or efficient
public transport, not the existence of air pollution
or potholes in the streets. These problems have

always existed and are considered part of the
uniqueness of Rome, Romans know the power
of “private property” in Rome and have learned
to lived with it, allernating moments of open
conflict with others of passive resistance,
knowing full well that it wilt never be possible to
be free of this inconvenient urban reality.
Paradoxically, that which today pains many -
Romans is what local government is DOING to -
the city ~ the new zoning plan (PRG} -, and not
what it is NOT DOING - housing, underground
fransport, services, ... No cne dared to belleve -
that a left-wing administration would manage to
resolve age-ofd problems. And still one cannot
forgive the administration for being so arrogant
as to engage in such an unbalanced bargaining
session, to have agreed to negotiate with an
entity so much stronger, and thereby piacing in
danger ail that which had previously been
successfully defended. :
Thus far, | have mentioned the unigueness of
Rome, a city whose destiny is entwined with that
of the temporal power of the Catholic Church,
for better or for worse. But if the city's
uniqueness, and the uniqueness of other cifies
in the world, cannot be doubted, it is also true
that the new PRG for Rome has a terrible
resemblance to many other master plans in the
world, How can the urban activists of Rome
escape fhe trap of uniqueness? How can the
conditions for direct exchange of experiences
with activists from other cifies ba created? Are -
we, as an international network, capable of
producing an analyms that can bind *the shared”
and "the tnique" together? The discussion
relating to field trips which opened the retreat at
Collevecchio aided us in formulating these
questions and was truly rewarding for all of us.
Again | say thanks and | look forward to seeing
everyane at Bochum,

Contesting Rights: the Right to the Gendered
City

by Tovi Fenster, Tel Aviv University

My purpose is-to contest the Lefebvrian notion of
the right to the city from a gendered and feminist
perspective. | present new forms of citizenship as
expressions of spatial negotiations on the right to
use public spaces and the right to participate in
the design and pianning of urban master plans.
The critical analysis of the Lefebvrian notion of
the right to the city is connected to women and
men's everyday life in cities such as Rome and
Jerusalem and argues that everyday practices
sometimes confradict city's planning and
governance decision making.

| deconstruct the notion of ‘the right to the city' to
three sets of rights (Fenster, 2004). 'the right to
comfort', ‘the right o belong' and 'the right to
commitment', Using these {erminologies |
challenge the Lefebvrian notion of the right to the
clty and argue that its identification facks sufficient
atlention fo these notions from a patriarchal
power relations and from the point of view of

' rnational Netorkor
urbgﬂﬁsﬁﬁamh

equal access to power in the decision making
processes of planning. | develop this critique by
looking at women and men's everyday

experiences and their refiections regarding their

and Astion

sense of comfort, belonging and commitment o
the city they live in - Jerusalem,

{ begin with a brief contextualization of the nofion
“the right to the cily' within the discourse on new
forms of citizenships and its deconstructions to
the right to comfard, befonging and commitment. 1
than analyse the right to the gendered use in the
city by showing the tight links between the
discussion on the right to use in the public ~ the
city and the right to use in the private — the home
and their influence by patriarchal power relations.
This is followed by a discussion on a few case
studies which emphasize the conflicts of the right
{0 use and the right fo participate of individuals as -
well as communities and o connect between the
notien of ‘the right to the city' and ‘planning rights’

Radical and tnsurgent Planning: Historical
Roots and Contemporary

Developments

by Giancarlo Paba, Universtty of Florence

My contribute is divided into two sectlons. intha
first one some meaningful “roots” of an alternative
history of planning, or of an history of
alternative planning, to be clashed
with what Leonie Sandercock defined
“the noir history of planning”, are
briefly analyzed.

Two aspects of a possible alternative
history will be distinctively analyzed:
on one side the theories,
experiences, the obscure and difficult
work of some marginat figures of
social action and planning; on the
other side some aspecls, today
turned to be current, of the thought
and action of some centrai figures in
the history of planning will be
reconsidered.

In the second section is briefly analyzed the
change occurred in the last years to the
paradigms of planning {the communicative turn,
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the role of interaction, the theme of differences,
the participatory planning) and wili be at last
discussed the principles and methods of a plural,
radical and insurgent planning.

The "Counter” Use of Geographic
Technologies to Resist Population Control
and Inequitable Resource Allocation

by Nadia Abu-Zahra, St Antony’s Collage -
Oxford

Planning-related violence is ubiguitous, present in
insidious identity cards carried increasingly by
more of the werld's population. Migration theory

tells us these are unjust forms of conirol on
pecple, as goods and capilal travel ever faster
and easier. One question then, is what to do
when planning-refated violence reaches an

. extreme — when, for example, state planning
dictates bulldozing and *closed zones” on pain of
death? “f you let your child come within meters of
this Wall, I'f shcot him dead,” said an Israeli
soldier to a Palestinian, on whose fand he was
standing. In line with my case study - but with
cases worldwide in mind — | asked, “Which
resistance strategy is best?" | was bewildered by
muliiplying options: local advecacy, international
advocacy, military courts, national courts,
international courts... "Al of them,” was the

. centers' as well as a reduction in areas for

- centre for socio-cultural activities, as weli as in the:

answer from many. An incredible response
considering that in military courts, *The judge
sitting there wears the same uniform as the
soldier who came o take your child away.” This
paper explores the use of maps inside and
outside courts. The aim is to build on and fit into
ongoing research on counterplanning, and to
search for a posifive rote that academics,
practiionars, and others can play,

Contesting Planning Right. Actions for a
Partecipatory Master Pian in Rome
by Patrizia Sentinelfi, City Council of Rome

On march 20th 2003
Rome's City Council
adopted the new Master
Pian after affecting
substantial changes fo the .
version put forward by the -
Ruling Body at City Hall, A-
long debate amongst
urban associations,
networks and committees:
favoured this change,
Particutarty, the introdurced -
modifications regard plan -
provisions re-sizing
entailing a quantitative -
reduction in new functional ;
. seftlerents which the plan
called for in the new 'urban and metropolitan sub

compensations {areas for building provision
transfers}. For instance, building provisions have
been cancelled in Santa Maria della Pieta area,
where a persistent struggle is being carried out by:
citizens who claim for a transformation of the ex- -
psychiatric hospital district into a new urban

valuable archaeological area of Gabi, aleng
Prenestina sireet. .
A significant modification concerns the elimination :
of compensation and equalising implementation
mechanisms, giving rise to a parallel re-definition
of more precise norms for urban planning.

5

Though, | think that the most pregnant change is
that regarding the so-called building rights, that is
the principle the plan relied upon,

It's now fwo years since the plan has been
adopted, but the administration has not examined
yet the thousands of objections put forward by
citizens, The cifizen groups and some left political
forces being in the majority, who challenged the

Does “common property” exist?
by Carfo Cellamare

{Note: “Common property” or “common assefs”,
transtated into English from the Italian "beni comuni®
toes not quite render the idea of also being “for the
comman good” that the original Italian does.)

During the fiefd frip that crossed the Manti district in
the historic centre of Rome, we had a meal and
relaxed inside the "Angelo Mai® squatied complex, the
former districl school. The Angelo Mai is an emblem
of an ongoirg struggle for the re-use and re-
appropfiation of buildings and spaces by
neighbourhood inhabitants, even in the historic
centre. However, i is also symbolic of the many

first version of the plan, are'promotir:g a public

meeting titled 'City's Master Pfan: who's seen it?’,

aimed at speeding up the planning procadure and
further defining its times, certitudes and
democracy.

involved I that process (and not far those who claim
rights over the property or atherwise have authority
and pawer). In short, *common property” includes the
sense of appropriation which people have regarding
that property.

How “common property” does not belong to the
State; It is not the same as “public property”
Paradoxically, the “Angelo Mal’ was more *public”
when it was private. The "districf schoof, while
originally being private, was considered an important
part of the district, which everyone {or rather, those
who had gone fo school there) held great affection
for, twasn't a school for the “rich”, but rather a schoo!
suited fo the people of the district (and who could
forget the enormous courtyard where kids played, and
the garden within the compiex?). How much history

ambiguities and contradictions which reside in these  and how many personal experiences do those walls

processas, above and beyand
relationships with institutions.
The guestion is: does ‘common
property” really exist? What is it?
When can we call property
“common"? Is such a concept
valid in today's modemized,
globalized and disconnected
world?

It is worthwhile to fook into the
history of one “common propery’
{the Angelo Mai complex itself) ar
better, the history of something
that is potentially such a thing.
The question which guides us is:
Who does the "Angelo Mai™ .
belong to? :
The consideration at base is that “common property*

hold?

divorced from the process that created it cannot exist, But then, from the moment when it was no longer a

This is.a particularly impartant idea for the people

school, no one went there, and it disappeared from
6




the district's mental landscape. “Ouf of sight, out of
i i English is literaliy "Ouf of sight, out of heart”
" in ltatian, So much so tnat many people did not even
know it existed and even today (after averyihing that
has happened} thers are stil people who have no
idea what or where it is.
But there is a parallel history, the “imporiant’ one,
formal and official. itis the story of its cwnership. it is
the story of a long legal battle between the Lasallians
{the religious group who owned the complex) and the
[talian State which, in the end, was resolved with a
definitive passage of the property to *public
ownership". 't was a shame, because in the meantime
~while being private and no longer used as a school
—the Angelo Mai had become a centra for immigrants
(thanks in part fo its proximity to Termini Train Station
and fo the subway systern), feturning to a tradition of
welcoming and protecting the oppressed which had
charagcterized it B i
historically’, such as Jews
and others persecuted for
political and racial reasons
during the Fascist period
and the Nazi occupation
of Rome. Its history as a
“clandesting” reference
paint began here, Without
ihe local administration
knowing anything, the
Angelo Mai had become a
focus and meeting place for thousands of immigrants
who found their first refuge hers, a place 1o meet
other people in the same situation, with a school
where they could learm ltafian and a series of services
available o them. For them it was cerfainly a
*common asset’ (but perhaps not for the district).
Theé thange to gwnership by the State agg ravated the

{confirming that public interest, which here is not
public, put rather of the State -2 completely different
thing — comes from the policies which are carried
cut), The city administration had no abjection,
seconding this ministerial strategy and signing the
famous “Campidogfio 2' ptanning agreement, which
included the securitization of the Angelo Mai. It was
destined for commercial use and private residerces
{evidently luxury residences;. It is not public
awnership or the interest of the local administration
that makes “commen property”. :
The district reacted forcefully, on the initiative of the
Rete Socale Monti {(Monti Neighbourhood Sacial
Network). This was for reasons of pride, because of
the affront, and for all the fear ard anger running
fnrough the Network with respect to an uncaring and.
distant institution which, in many ways, had become
an “enemy’, The Angelo Mai had a
ot p7EETE symbolic valus; it was an
example of ‘common
property and common
gaod", though perhaps
not completely, since few
peopie knew where it
was located, despite its
location not many melfres
away from the Madonna
de' Montl piazza, heart of
the district. Everything
o ®  moved on this symbolic
plane, on the idea of the common good: the “hurman
chain” around the Angeio Mai; the ironic card game
“Merchant at the fair' (Mercante in fiera) played in the
piazza to hightight the terrible misdeeds of the State-
market alliance.
Here the idea of the Angefo Mai belonging fo the
district was born: an amblguous idea, tuthful and at

situafio, I fact: far frorm considering the needs of the the same fime romantic and perverse, At the end of

.+ districtor even the needs of Rome's historic centre,
" {he then minister Tremonti thought that the hest thing
" fo'dorwas to'sell It or rather (in the spirit of creative
- aceounting) subject it to securitization. Was he
. " perhiaps responding to the néeds of & higher public .
* irterest? It is doubtful and in any case debatable. -

twa years of struggie (wher: it was to become a
middle school, part of an integrated school-district
project) the idea was confirmed, in a public
demonstration, a symbolic *key handover ceremony”
" on the part of the district to representatives of the city
- aind the municipality, This battle of more than two
‘yedrs reinforced, especially in those who truty fought

-~ {sssentially the Monti Neighbourhood Social

¢t a0t sirprisig that lhem
L deere and whis,: fiom - 1600 o sloppéd: fiere: In Whak wera th
‘aitskirts of the city in s age of Sixtus Vénd tha Baroqyg age:” ..

i sfivance Is o Via degi Zingani.
" (swreat of e’ Gypsies), natied: alter tiose: wno- are’ today: called.

Network), a sense of appropriation of that "place”,
which truly became precious, won through hard
& striiggie; This was different to those who had entered

the hattle fater and for other reasons, such as the
representatives of the *Viscontino” middle school: a
“forceful” figure which could have taken more incisive
action with regard to the city administraficn, but which
played {and plays) its sublie game in other arenas as
well, and looked afier its own interests well.
However, this story does not end here; it continues.
The sudden occupation by squatters unveils a
whole series of ambiguities
While a lengihy phase of spatial repregramming for
the Angelo Mai got underway, an unexpected event
upsei all the participants' plans and expectations: out
of the blue, the Angelo Mai complex was occupied by
squatters. One beautiful morming in May of 2004,
about two hundred families fram the suburbs of Rome
{united under the fille of the People’'s Committes in
the Fight for Housing — which is completely different
from the group called Action) took possession of the
Angalo Mai, complete with children, the elderly,
propana tanks for cooking, etc. They divided up the
spaces and prepared themselves for a fong
resistance. The fact that they were all people without
access to housing is not certain, but the fact that a
housing problem exists is certain. And so the problem
— the housing problem or, batter, the housing .
amergency in Rome —was brought into the heart of
the city, into its historic centre, into & district hit by the
real estate boom, whare evictions were multiplying
and the expulsion of the not so well-off was fong
established.
Ancther cartainty is that the Committee was well-
organized, if not “trained” for this move. Their action
was incisive, but perhaps they chose their objective
badly: the Angelo Mai is also considered a "conques{’
for the district and, in particular, for the Monti
Naighbourhood Social Network. It was a real blow for
the Monti Network, as its fragile structure is always
prey o uncertainties and ambiguities and trembles
under the pressure of the stranger figures
surrounding it. The question *who does the Angelo
Ma befong to7” comes fo the fore yet again. Within
the Network, positions are diverse and this created
not a few conflicts: those in favour of the squatters,
ihose in favour of “legality”, those who find that the
fousing preblem is important and must be supported,
but who don't want to feel that their efforfs and hard-
sarned conguest have been expropriated. And of
course, the thing which is most painfulis that in the
tlays foliowing their arrival, clearly with the objective

of ingratiating themselves with the locals and R

hvalving them in the affair, the squatters handed out
fliers in which they dedlared to have finally fiberated
the Angelo Mai and to have given it back o the .
district, inviting everyone to freely enter the complex,
Thus, the Angeto Mai belongs to everyone and yet
doesn't really belong to everyone. One may enter
freely, but when you are inside you don't feel free and
calm, and rot only because the sguatters are there,
but also because the spaces already have their
assigned uses, nol every area is accessible, efc.
Squatting makes a space available, but at the same
time makas it off fimits. Testament to this are the
many astivilies that go on, and which are generally
attendad by people who do nat reside in the district
Hself. )

This causes great suffering to the members of the
Network. The squatters promised the Network {which
did not assume a rigid position against them in their
relations with the city govarnment) that they would
give up the Angeto Mai as soon as the renovation
work needed to change it into a school commenced,
but that was not enough to mitigate intenal tensions.
Many different situations, activities, ideas and
positions are woven together in the squatters'
occupation of the Angelo Mai, which clearly highlights
tha various ambiguities contained within the idea of
“common properly”, is the character of "common
property” linked to public ownership, to its
accessibility and avaitability for use, to ils usa and its
putllic utity, to material and immaterial processes of
appropriation, to how often it is used and to the
experiences that are related to it, and to the "battles”
that “liberated” it? And, again, who is "common ’
property" for? In which secial modet or, in any case,
which model for fiving, Is it situated?

Ag if this were nat enough, in a public meeting at the
Facuity of Architecture of Rome's Third Unlvessity,

" where designs for the renovation of the Angelo Mai

were presented {in the presence, yet again, of the
municipal councillors and technical staff), the
squatiers —who had been invited to participate - took
a highly polemicat stance with regard ta the fact that
the districi (and the Monti Network) were fighting to
have & school in the district that wouid be a school for
the rich, most of wham lived outside the district, while
within the district the housing problem is of much
greater urgency. For a certain period of time, a true




1 hgusing service” aven operated within the Angelo
+ Mai complex.
Time passes and life changes everything a little.
Today at the Angelo Mai Ckkupato (Skwatted Angelo
iai) infensive cultural activities take place: theatre,
open air cinema, philosophy serninars, artistic
exposifions, exhibitions, national and international
conferences, a dance schocl, exercise, yoga, efc.
tlasses, and ofhers. A bloycle repair shop has been
opened. The programming is well thought out and
organized, and the Angelo Mai complex is today well
known ta most of the inhabitants of Rome.
Is planning just a new form of expropriation?
While the Angelo Mai is quietly occupied by the
squatters and an intensa programme of sociat and
cultural activities goes on, the planning process has
begun and is moving forward, The Monti Network,
with the help of the university (Roma 3), makes an
affort to cary on with a process of participatory
planning (but communication with the district
administration is obviously difficult and tiring) which
involves the interests of all inhabitants, both within
defining future uses of the spaces in the complex and
within the establishment of their management.
Representatives of the “schoof” (never seen by the

. district administration or in the various batiles) believe

S tha the Angeto Mai is a schoo!, will be their
- higadguarters (and perhaps they will be the “owners®
“6f the complex). Therefore, everything else that

\ [ater 1§ & marginal fact to them, which they wil

fiave'td pay a certain amount of atlention to some

time because a minimal amount of the complex's
space witl be used by the community outside of
schoal hours. Meanwhile, the city administration has
reduced the whole process 1o a technical fact (fater
on, administrative as well); it doesn't contribute in any
way {o communication, et alone see itseif as
developing or at least supporting a truly participatory
process. For many, this planning phase Is just
another expropriation. After aimost two years of
occupation by the squatters, a certain conflict

erupied, with the press being used (and allowing itself -

te be used): the squatters organized demonstrations
1o support their activities (with impressive participation
by the pubjic, including impartant figures from the
culturai arena) and to obtain other spaces in
exchange for the Angelo Mai {beyond obtaining
housing for the famities squatting the Angelo Mai).
The “school’ reacted forcefully, affirming ifs pre-
emptive right (against the squatters). Currently, the
Rete Monti, a weak figure among so many stronger
ones and comprising so many different positions, is
attempting to rebuild constructive paths of interaction;
the municipal administration makes itseif scarce and
tries to make everyone happy; area inhabitants are
confused and don't understand what's going on. And
s0 1t stands today. :

Who does the "Angelo Mai® beleng to? Is the Angelo
Mai “commeon property for the common good™?

bicycle workshops {ciclofficine) in our project and
not simply rent bicycles for our ride. The reason
was simple: it seemed interesting and perfectly in

. theme with the issues we would be focusing on

during our joumey? to include the question of the
development of this other concept of the use of
he city, that of the urban cyclists of Rome,

* Iin'fact; in recent years, the use of bicycles as an
alternative t cars and scooters is becoming more

and more corimon in cities suffocated by and

7 THE O TIENSE-MARCON
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suffocating from increasing smog, Members of
these groups and associations of bicycle-
environmentalists move through the city by
following the bicycle 1anes built by municipal
administrations and, more frequently, by inventing
new routes which slip in and out of and bypass
metropolitan fraffic jams. .

Started in San Francisco in the USA, the Critical
Mass movement promotes the use of bicycles as
ameans of transport, atiempting to foster a
culture of transport sustainabifity and contribute to
creating more fiveable cities.

In recent years in Rome, the number of bicycles
on city streets has increased, minimally but
noticeably, visible not only during the so-called
Ecological Sundays, but also in daily life during
the working week. :

Tha number of people beceming interested in
¢ycling who choose bikes for their moving around
the city on & daily basis is steadily growing. If
possibie, riders choose routes with the least
traffic®, the banks of the Tiber River being among
these and growing ever more popular. This route,
by its very nature and placement, is one of the
most impaortant arteries in the city, cutting the city
longitudinaily, and linking the northermn and
southern suburbs 1o tha centre of the city. It also
alfows cyclists to stay away from motorized traffic

3 "we have fun going round and seeing the city and all ifs hidden
places, ringing our bells 1o warn people thal we are silently, but
rapidiy, coming up behind them” (|l rinascimento ciclistico, 2004, on
hittpr e tmcrew.orgrecofbikefrinascimento. himi)

and ride within a natural landscape that permits
experiencing and crossing the city using an
unconventional route, while leaving the noise and
smell of the traffic some mefres ahove! Thirty
kilometres of bicycie path from north to south,
with the promise of riding straight o the sea, were
inaugurated iast Cctober. The path promates and
encourages the use of the banks of the Tiber
through apparently small physical
transformations®, which are nevertheless catalysts
for greater use of the space. The project functions
as a kind of linchpin, with cyclists approaching

b bRt R o sttie L
from transversal routes, by taking paths through
local neighbourhoeds that coriverge on the fluvial
axis. They trace a geography of movement that is
often invisible but neveritheless strongly linked to
spatial knowledge, perception and a sense of
kelonging. In fact, the symbolic transformation of
territory in human history begins with making
one's way across a place; "walking and all the
actions selated fo walking - traversing, foliowing,
exploring, wandering, strolling, drifting...- are the
primary forms of urban parlicipation and therefore
instruments useful to architecture for
understanding the current chaotic configurations

41t seems that city administration has simply provided for the
placement of white markings along the cycle palh and the
conskuction of ome access ramps, without removing the
cobblestenes {which cause notable problems for those whe ride on
two wheels). A lot more is required to deal with the issus of
flumination and sharing fhe space with the stands that block the
routes during summer events.
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of metropolitan territory” (Criconia 2003)%. Even
ik fiétwork of planned pathways and those
invented by cyclists, with hieroglyphic designs
traced by their daity movements, give paris of the
city meaningful symbolism through a *new
geography of spaces and places which wait only
{o be recagnized and filled with meaning’
{Criconia 2003).

In light of these considerations, we wanted to
foliow the visit to the Acrobax Autonomous
Laboratory, located in a bend of the Tiber River
behind Via Ostlense, with a stop at the India
theatrs, overlooking the river, and from which one
can enjoy a unique view of Roman industrial
archazology, and another at the former abattolr,
taking advantage of the experience and passion
of Stefano and Simona of the Central Bicycle
Workshop {Ciclofficina Centrale)®. Stefano and
Simona would knowledgeably lead us through
excavated sections along the river, the dangerous
crossings in traffic, and a section cof the bicycle
lane on the hank of the river,

At 9:30, we were all at the bike workshop, where
they had been working for a week without pause
‘ to prepare twenty bicycles for us Inurians, found
| in the rubbish or chosen from older models.

| Stefano introduced the activities
and modes of cperation of the bike
workshop to the group: they make
and repair bikes, promote their
use, share knowledge about the
functioning of bicycles, having as
the enly source of funding an
unselfish sharing of techniques,
tools and know-how. it was thus for
the variegated, vari-coloured and
ariginal bikes put back in order
especially for us. But not only that.
A few weeks after the INURA trip,
a sort of upside-dewn auction was
organised at the Central Bike
Workshop: a companionable
evening outdoors, with fiims projected, food

5 hitp:fiw3.uniromal.itfdaac/SP_AUTORE/2002_2003.him
& http:iwww.cictofficina.orgfiniziociclo.htm

served and an exhilarating live auction of “our’
bikes to be sold to ...the lowest bidder! To
encourage the use of bicycles, our former bikes
were sold at the lowest possible prices, fora -
minimum of 10 Euros each, by making aspiring
purchasers promise te offer an hour of their time”
in exchange for each Euro saved off the
previously-established value of the bicycles
auctioned.

Spending time in this sert of bike workshop (there
are three in Rome) is not the only way to make
contact with {he heterogeneous population of
Roman urban cyclists. Chatting with Stefano, |
discovered that very few of them patticipate in
Critical Mass rides or spend fime at the bike
workshops. Rather, they are united by a series of
factors related to "idealism imbued with a
stubborn integrity™. These factors are in parl
questions of practicality and economy. Together
they unite the inhabitants of the central areas of
the city, *in general the middle or upper-middie
ctass who are not directly involved in the
sociological effects of their choice”, with “the
elderly, university students, young peopie in
precarious living situations and non-European
imrnigrants”. On one hand, foremost are

P SRSy o 1

7 Time: {0 be spent at the Central Bike Shep, with support from the
hike mechanics, for a complete tune-up fer the bicycle.
® Stefanc’s words are clted.

1"

guestions of ideology (tied to “cuttural groups,
social centres, altemative communities and
associations of cyclists”) or of “intellectual
snobbery” {where Stefano places himsefl) which
induces “pseudo-intellectuals and pseudo-artists,
Journalists, professionals and teachers” to daily
jump on their two-wheeled means of fransport.
Alongside the desire to satisfy concrete needs,
without believing in great political schemes, there
is also a desire to follow a *path of intarior growth”
sometimes related to polifical issues. As Stefano
states, "we all share ~ apart from a little effort -
~ the difficulty of using bicycles in a city where the
population is largely ill-mannered, disorderly,
barely contemplative and indifferent to the
cencept of res publica - the general public good
or welfare”, Therefore, the risks for the urban
cyclist (and whoever attempis to cycle in the city)
are the bad smells, the perils of moving vehicies,
the architectonic barriers and the fack of protected
tanes. Only in the historic centre is it sasier ta
survive, thanks to the narrow streets, “while it is
aimost suicidal to use the large arterial roads,
particularly where the viaducts — often the only
access - are completely facking continuous
sections that can be walked or cycled or are not
otherwise dangerous”,
Notwithstanding afl this, the number of urban
cyclists is slowly growing. This is likely also dua fo
the fact that, after initial bewilderment, with a little
practice tha new cyclist develops "little strategies
to solve certain problems”. Sietano mentions one:
“Paradoxically, if is safer to ride during rush hour -
the cars ara nof moving, the only risk is from the
{arge scooters — while darkness is reserved for
the clinically insane, with two little bike lights and
all their senses on alert against fast-moving cars
driven by peopie who are distracted by mobile
phones, music and satellife navigafion systems. A
worrying fact — an aspect that is excessively
developed in myself~ is that, in this urban
insanity, cyclists offen acquire apparently
irresponsible attitudes, so much so that fo them
the behaviour of the traffic seems - seems! -
perfectly predictable, They feel invilnerable, like
fourteen-years-oids riding a motorcycle, and the

production of endorphins is cerfainly one of the
reasons for this. There is also the fact that you
soon realize that when you are on a bike, nothing
can stop you, except maybe the intersections on
the Cristoforo Colombo!", (The Cristoforo
Colomba is an 8-fane thoroughfare in the south
part of Rome.)
Even if bike-riding is chosen out of necessity,
urban -eyclists make it into a virtue, as “the
genera? use of private matorised transport"
remains the greatest problem to confront, Again
from the mouth of Stefano, dependence on
automobiles and scocters Is strictly linked to
“cultural vaculty and homogenization caused by
television, which in fewer than fifty years has
dramatically deformed the human characteristics
of a peaceful and fikeable population: the
Romans”. This distortion has been in some ways
encouraged by govemnment, which “hasn’t done
anything but feed psople's desires, aven the most
damaging ones".
Itis important to highlight the question of culiural
homogenization, from which the diffusion and
recognition of different fifestyles on a social level
hangs. The question of the existence of urban
cyclists should be placed on a culiural level, as a .
mechanism for the production of sense {Sacco
2002)°, and which needs cultural avenues for its
promotion. The culture of the city, the sense of
belonging to a place, can surely be fostered by
seeing bicycles not only purely as a means of
transport, but as an instrument for experiencing
urban space and sesing reiations between
different life situations. .
The practice of cycling may therefore acquire
greater meaning than simply that of the functionai
goal of finding an alternative means of
metropolitan transpert. It may take on an
aesthetic power {Aesthetic is understood as
refarring fo its Greek rools, aistesis = sensation’

¢ "Therefore, in the final analysis, cuiture is ihe instrument through
which any human society reads and interprets existential prospects
coming from other spheres of activity, economics included. Sacco
P.L., 2002, *Cuitura, produziona di senso e benessere sconomict”, 'n
M. Trimarchi (ed.}, /! firanziamenio defle associazioni cukiurall ed
educafive, l| Muline, Belogna
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“which allows people to know places by inhabiting
 tRem, interpreting “movement as an aesthetic
 instrument that can describe and modify those
metropolitan spaces which are often of a nature
that neads to be understood and given meaning,
rather than being designed and filled with things"
{Careri, 2002, pp. 26-27 Francesco Carer, 2002,
Walkscapes. El andar como practica estética,
Gusfavo Gili ed}. ' :
More than this description of mine, it would be
interesting to understand Iif and which type of
connections, or short-circuits, our field trip
resulted in. | can report one to which { was
witness: the activists of the Villaggio Globale (a
squatted social centre) have now taken an
interest in the idea of the bike workshop. They
respect the use of recycled materials in the

Visit to Santa Maria della Pieta
by Fred Robinson

Over the years I've visited some paculiar places
with INURA, but this, surely, is one of the

sfrangest, saddest and most evocative places |'ve

ever been to.

Santa Maria della Pietd was a big
mentai hospital, located in the
suburbs of Rome. Built at the
beginning of the twentieth century,
it comprised over 30 rather
impressive buildings, sel within
pleasani parkland. It was a kind of
small scale garden city, self-
contained and with its own
communal services — church, farm,
even a mortuary. In the 1970s i
sfifl had a thousand patients.
italy's Basaglia Law of 1978
marked the beginning of the end
for this hospital and many others
like it across the country, As

building of bicycles and favour the use of hikes as
a means of transport and appropriation of the city,

and have asked if it is possible to collaborate in
the opsning of a bike workshop inside the former
abattoir (the location of Villaggio Globale). In
addition, the urban cyclists wha rode with us,
following and paricipating in the meetings held at
our various stops enrcule, on one hand were able
to reinforce their own sense of belonging to the
cily, sfimulating their interest in and curiosity
about urban transformation and experience, and
on the other, were proud to guide us along the
routes of their daily journeys, demonstrating
incredible views of Rome ta our international
friends!

elsewhere, attitudes to mental llness and
psychiatry were changing and more effective
medications were being infreduced. Under the
new faw, the ltalian government decided 1o close
the big institutions and, instead, provide smaller
scale services in the community for peaple with
mental iliness. But that change took years to

implement and this hospital only finally closed in
the 1990s.

Our visit gave us all an epportunity to reflect on
how supposedly clvifised societies have treated —
in fact, abused — vulnerable people. The hospital
map we were given shockingly revealed how
people were categorised. Theye was, for
example, a building housing “ilthy women':
anather for 'violent men'; ancther for 'calm
children'; and another for ‘criminals’. People with
schizophrenia, bi-polar disorder, or whe were just
labelled as ‘mad" by society or their families, wers
locked up here — often for a lifefime. Even
children. And that continued untif quite recently.
Oné of the buildings now houses a ‘Museum of
the Mind’, including
an archive
containing records of
thousands of people
who have been held
in Rome's mentaj
hospitals. [n the
museum we saw the
restraints which had
been used on
patients and the
electric shock
machines. We saw
patients’ pathetic
possessions and
their poignant art.
And we heard about
conditions in the
hospital from the museum's cuzator and his
assistanl, Thay were in a good position to tefl us
what it had been like — they used to work there.
The regime was simple and powerfully
institutional; it denied the rights of the individual
and ensured a profound social exclusion . There
seems to have been little diagnosis; just about
everyone, apart from children, received efectro-
convuisive therapy, even though that often made
them worse. A particularly barbaric freatment
was malaria ‘therapy’ - strapping people down in
a room full of mosquitas In order fo produce a
fever that was supposed to do them some good.
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Few people recovered and, indead, they weran't- =
expected to get better and o leave. The staff
generally had thought they were doing the right

thing and that they were providing a caring
regime. The staff were themselves victims of an
instifutionalisation which affirmed the validity of

this way of treating the 'mad', - ‘
No doubt mental heath services in Italy todayare. © ..
far from ideal. But at least, thankfuly, big S
institutions like this have baen shut down, They

could, sometimes, offer real asylum, serve asa

place of refuge, but mostly they were places of

incarceration and hopelessness.

Santa Maria della Pieta is now a place in

transition. There's the museum which — bravely, | -

think — bears witness ta the past. Some of ke
buildings have been restored and used as hostels
or as offices. Several associations connected o
progressive social movements have faund
accommedation hese, There are also co-ops run
by former patients. The grounds of the hospital
function as a kind of park for local paople.
There's tension about the future — particufarly
whether the buildings should be used for
commercial purposes or be kept for '‘community’ -
uses. But, for me, the real tension is historical.
Time has to pass before this place can shed the
awfulness and sadness of its past. 1t cannot, yet,
becoma something else.




works at the CSRPH {Center for Studies and
Research on Public Health) of Rome and Mr
Pallotta, a seventy-one-year-old refired nurse who
had been working at SMP for almost 30 years. .Mr
The exclrsion to the ex-psychiatric hospital Martedli led us through the very c!marged exhiblilgn
(Santa Maria della Pieta) gave us the opporiunity  areas of the Mind's Musgur]’_l, which was set up in
to immerse ourselves into something that most of one of the ex-hospital buﬂdmgs: The museum is
us had never experienced before. We had the aimed at providing an pppoduqlty for

chance to enter, and walk through, what many understanding the crigin and tysior_y qf the mental
qualify as a “citadel of exclusion” or, in - hospital, as we!l as everyday life within the
Foucauldian parlance, an “heterotopia”. The set of asylum. After visiting the museum, Mr Pailotta
ex-hospital buiidings and their surrounding open guided us afoundlthe huge and gorgeous park of
spaces (the whole being completely fenced-in) of the ex-hospital. Firs:tlof all, he explqlnedlus tijat

. the disposition of the buildings is quite

symmetric with reference to a central
“axis. This divides the whole complex into
two parts: the section once reserved to
. women and the ane for men. Male
nurses and female nurses were not
allowed to reach the section reserved to
the opposite sex. Mot observing this rule
would lead to severe fines and.
punishments. He explained us the
criginal uses of each building we met
along the walk. In spite of the beauty of
. the place and the pleasure of our strali,
the stories the formar nurse told us really struck
all of us. Amongst a rare and rich vegetation, we
first focalised on building 22, the biggest one
(named the *bison*). in the sixties it held 320
patients. That was the building for criminals, and it
R i T . -0 =)

Walking through trees and memories...
by Roberto Marcell

SMP can be considered as an example “of other
space’, a place in which society constructed and
enacted an utopia, a site where a certain "ideal”
ahbout social ordering was physically performed
and implemented. In this case the ideal was
leaving lunatics outside the
“‘normal” society.
Nowadays, thanks to the
reform of psychiatric ltallan
service and through a very
gradual process, the
hospital has baen
dismantled, Qur field trip
aimed 1o show how difficuft
1t could be to conceive any
regeneration project for a
place like this.

As scon as we arrived there
we met our guides: My
Martelli, a psychiairist who

L

is a unigue example in italy of an out-and-out
prison within a civic mental hospital. It used to be
strrounded by a four meters high walls, patients
placed in there were those with judiciary
prablems, on trial, or under psychiatric
examination. We noticed that every single
building, at the rear, has an open space where
patients, in sunny days, could walk and breath
fresh air. This space would be fenced-in by a
metal safety net, Qutdoor washrooms are still
there, they are completely open and in a slanting
position as regards the front wail of the building.
As Mr Pallotta explained us, this enabied nurses,
from a central position, to totally check on patients
and centrol their moves.

[n particular, Mr Palloia proudly showed us the
“histarical” buiiding 23 (originally used for TB
patients) where some nurses and he himself
secrelly organized a revolt in 1974. In that
oceasion surrounding nets and window bars were
removed and patients were allowed to get freely
around the hospital. Administrators were ohligad
to acknowledge the significance of that
insurrection and, since then, started io follow new

The Romanina “centrality” and new rban
magnets
by llaria Scarso

The Romanina “centrality" covers about 92
hectares and Is located outside of the Great Ring
Road (GRA) between the A1 Motorway and Via
Tuscolana, in the centre of an area characterized
by fragmentation and mixed residential areas,
both legal (pubtic housing interventions and
planned lot subdivisions) and unregulated (the
iflicitty constructed suburban areas). It also
contains a significant tertiary concentration of a
largely commercial nature, with 3 large shopping
centres (Romanina, Anagnina and Tor Vergata)

paradigms in terms of mental iflness treatment as
many ltalian psychiairists were already doing by
that time. in conclusion, what reatly moved us
was one of Mr Pallotta’s tatks in which he said:
“after so many years spent in here, in fight of so
much suffering and misery f could experience first
hand, I'm net sure of what it is the real fine
between madness and narmality...". Mr Pallotta,
together with many other activists and exponents
of civic groups, is personally involved in the
current political debate about what future I3 to ba
guaranteed fo a *special” place like this, From his
personal point of view, the main question to be
taken into consideration is the following: Is the
right to memory to be preferred before economic
interests which would drive possible regeneration
processes of the area? We challenged this and
other questions in the afternoon mesting. We
assembled on a squatted building terrace, shaded
by high pina trees, after having a lovely lunch
prepared for us by Massimiliano, Carla and other
activists who have chosen SMP as a symbol of
the struggle against social exclusion.

plus big boxes'™ and category killers'? such as
Decathlon, lkea and Castorama,

The Cily Master Plan {PRG) provides for a
volume in this zone of approximately 1,600,000
cubic metres, which corresponds to about
500,000 square metres of useable surface area,
divided into residential (25%) and non-residential
functions (756%)2. The non-residential portion is
made up of: public and private offices, private
activity related to the development of a cinema

1 Big box describes a giganlic, windowless struclure, usually of
cheap, efincrele bluck construction, typically sited nexl (o an arerial or
near a freeway inlerchange with high traffic volume. D. Hayden
(2004}, A field guide to spraw!, W.W. Norton & Company, New York

" A calegory-killer dominates one par of the refail marked, such es
bullding malerials, garden planls, drugs or books (Hayden, 2004)

12 From the preliminary programme documents of the internaticnal
Compeatition for the Urban Master Pian for the new “Romanina™
centralily.
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3 centre (the area is close to the historic  area. The competition *Fare Centrq a
g?:egftglzlm studi{o), public and privaie research, Romanina"? inqluded two _phases, in order to
social economy and recreational facilities: ensure the quality and variety of the plropos‘als .
museums, restaurants, cinemas, concentrated  and encourage a more profitable {e'latlonshtp with
and diffuse commercial activities, sporting local administration and tocat parptlclpant‘s.
activities and services. The second phase of the competition relied
Planning is now underway for the Romanina’ heavily on the paﬂicipatqry process. The selected
“centraiity’, as part of the planning objective of  designers, Carmen Andriani, Manuel Salgado and
Avventura Urbana, were

able to assimiiate into their
work many of the requests
and desires that came out
of the workshops held for
the focal population.
-Among the propasals for
~ the core given to the
competition participants, a
ciizens committee called
the Comunita Territoriale
del X Municipio put
together a document which
confirms the necessity of
integrating the district with
the surrcunding
neighbourhoods and
e N . e meeting the needs of
creating multiple “centralities” for Rome: since {54 neighbourhoods; basic and absent services
2003, archaeological analyses and preliminary were requested, green areas, places for social
feasibility studies on urban, transpart, historical- gathering and bicycle - pedestrian links.
environmental, economic and administrative ’ Furthermore, a need for identity and security
. issues have been carried out. in addition, field emerged ("We don't want a district which
research conducted in local areas has bean produces insecurity, fear and alienation in the
carried out, with the aim of giving the local inhahitants"), as well as a certain intolerance
population the opportunity of participating inthe  gwards the saturation-evet presence of large
creation of the development plan. shopping centres in the area and the corollary
The planning of the "centrality” is based onthe  aftects in terms of vehicular congestion (*We
desire o not only *add quality” to an urban wanted fo {...) point out our opposifion to new
context that is fundamentally non-homogeneous shapping centres, since our neighbourhood is
and unstructured, but afsa lo create the already filled with them. There’s a nead for

Based on the goals of the competition and the
document produced by the Comunita Territoriale
del X Municipio group, the three competitors
reworked their planning proposals and the project
by the Portuguese architect Manuel Salgado was
declared the winner, a welcome outcome for all
parties, including the neighbourhood committees.
Notwithstanding these worthwhile endaavours,
several questions remain, the first being the
relation between the district and the uniformly
commercial area surrounding it, a question
ignored by thase in charge of the Development
Plan, but repeatedly referved to by the local
population, concemed about the additional impact
which the metropolitan functions of the
reighbourhoed may have on the termitory,
The presence of such a wide distribution of
commercial activity is part of a larger
phenomenon, dictated by market logic and linked
to rampant globalization, which appears in various
suburban areas in Rome.
This phenomenon is characterized by
development criteria which
ieave the local context out of
consideration, and are simply
based on vehicular
accesstbility, statistical
evaluations of consumer
segmentation and measures of
travel time. These commercial
buildings, functioning as new
urban magnets, themselves
become generators of territorial
transformation, determining the
creation of new access routes,
or favouring concentrated
development of residential or
production areas and upsetting
traditional peri-urban real
estate revenue. 2

gives them a certain unexpressed potential to
regenerate suburban fabric, a potential for
crealing an interface and integration tha would be
worth investigating within policy, strategy and
requirements dictated by government.

The Romanina Development Plan could be an
opportunty for this investigation: the methadology
followed thus far appears to be shared, based on
predicting impact through SEA, on identifying
possible functions through SWOT analysis, and
on an international comparison of design ideas
through an invited competition, as well as on the
involvement of the local population in a
participatory process,

Public rail transpart, required to provide an
alternative 1o the current use of private
iransportation as the only means of access to the
area, has not been forgotien, atthough the
planned extension of the underground Line A to
reach the Remanina centrality, due to the high
costs and length of time required for construction,
will be substituled by a surface bypass road,

I ra— o

necessary conditions for faunching a process of
urban quality growth through the creation of new

commercia! enterprise orienfed toward the people
who actually live here or who spend time here

cores. The Scarpellini Immoilfin group (owner of _ .4 certainly no nead for new shopping cenfres

90% of the area) launched an iniemational urban
planning campetition at the end of 2004 for the

that will attract more vehicles into the area").

18 Furiher information on the competition, ag weli as for the _r-:nirias
submilted, can be found on the site www.fareceniroaromaning.com
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However, absence of integration with th which irs':évitabff\.;i.'iél not be as effective in the
surrounding fabric does not mean that these management of traffic flow as an underground

magnets have no glocal effect and impact on that ;y;tem‘ et " The olanned
fabric; most noticeably there is automobile traffic “bi.s?me perp e)i(: 165 remain. h P aknr;e dih
and the related noise and atmospheric pollution, P42 unctions (the museum, the market, and the

However, at the same time, being “glocal’ centres Ministry of the Environment) in the Romanina
| 18




area will have to caexist with the private functions
of retaiitainment {multiscreen cinemas and
department stores), with the risk of suffering from
their presence in a contexi already overloadad
with commercial magnets. '

Much will depend on which functions are chasen
as drivers of the core itself. A reduction in the
plan's current weighting towards privately-owned
commercial and recreational functions would be
opporturie. These {unctions currently outweigh
public structural functions which, instead of
having primary importance, are frequently
relegated o the final planning phases.

A further risk can be seen in the tendency of the
promoters to lnvest more in residential functions
than non-residential, a tendency partially
- supported by the administration, which seems

superfluous given that the current coverage

pattern is characterised by residential fabric wiih
an unfortunate lack of services.
* In fact, the confusion caused by the terms
“cantrality” and *neighbourhood” found here at
Romanina leads to the suspicion that the®
‘ceniralities” strategy is nothing more than a-
veiled attempt at allowing the builders' lobby an
opportunity to construct new neighbourhcods
under the guise of creating new “cores” in the city
~ ofRome - : :

Upgrading the INA Casa Tuscelano
neighbourhood
by Alice Sofgia

In {he afterncon; after a “matrimenial’ lunch given

to us by Sandro Medici (President of the X -
Municipal District), very much appreciated even
in light of the high temperatures that day, we
arrived in the Tuscalana neighbourheod, one of
the largest public construction projects of the iNA
Casa housing program (approximately 3,150
residences for 18,000 inhabitants). It was
constructed in the early 1950s in the Cecafumo
zone, a flat 35.5 hectare area, between Via
Tuscolana and the Park of the Aqueducts, in the
eastern part of Rome.

The INA Casa housing program grew out of a
need to deal with the dramatic housing and
employment problems in ltaly following the
Second World War. The creation of these
neighbourhoods was aiso seen as a tool for social
integration: to reorganise, select, control and
educale the divarse players in urban areas. The
aspirations of the community and the experimental

attitude 1o aesthetics and construction techniques -

of the architects and urban designers are also
avident in the design of the neighbourhood. Later
on, the assignment of housing units and the
activities of social assistants would lend a hand in
madelling the social situation.

The success of the project presupposes a cerlain
civic respect through participation and
commitment within the community, but in the
years following its construction, communal space
became more and more a place of conflict, Once
the situation in ttaly had changed (from the years

Eel R Bk L IR,
of the economic boom to those of social conflict),
typologies for urban intervention changed as weli.
Local areas are related to urban fabric and, in

- places where public housing complexas continused
to be buitt according {0 urban standards, the
resulting projects were more like planned
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segregation schemes. Following on the various
student and worker movements in the sixfies,
neighbourhood committees began experimenting
with self-govemning democracy at the start of the
seventies, by occupying unused collective spaces.
This tradition still has a fallowing today among
people in the neighbourhood who attempt to

transform and re-imagine he_ neighbourhcod and
their housing situation. COne example is the
“Consulta’ cooperative in the INA Casa Quadraro

Acrobax Project
by the Squatfad Laboratory of Metropolifan
Precariousness

“SINGLE ROOM for rent E 500 + space in
shared double room E 350 in large and
luminous renovated apartment in the Marconi
neighbourhood near the underground and the
third university of Rome.”

“TUSCOLANA, large room for 2 people in
elegant palazzo a faw metres from Metro Line
A Numidio Quadrato slop in a well-served
relghbourhood E 400 per person plus
expenses.”

“NOMENTANA, near the Bingo hall,
furnished room available from April for mate or
female 500 E plus expenses”

“ROOM in Montemario neighbourhood, bright and
nicely fumished in a quiet apartment available

neighbourhood, which came into existence in
Oetober of 2003 following the occupation and
recovery of a public garden which had been
abandoned for years, This association is
composed of organized groups, men and women
who employ “direct intervention, self-government
from the bottom-up, solidarity, democratic
discussion and the struggle for collective goals’,
The Tuscolano area is now singled out by Rome's
new master pfan as a twentieth-century urban
fabric expansion area with a modemn system of
integration {T8) and, as such, may be subjectto
upgrading policies {general and speciai
maintenance, consarvative restoration and
improvernent, renovation, demolition and
reconstruction) aimed at improving architectural
and volumetric quality and integration, But the
question remains... how is it possible today to
formulate an idea of conservation divorced from
the process which created the neighbourhooed and
which continues to occupy and transform it?

from 1 April, only for employed Italians with
contracts and references E. 350

P .

Classified ads such as these are the “daily bread”
of many pecple in Rome, be they lalians or
immigrants, who don't have a steady job and are
in search of a home, or rather, a roof over their
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- heads.

“ whether uncontracted, underpaid,

Due to this dilemma and the systematic negation
of the right to housing, Rome is also a hotbed of
groups who occupy and reuse any and all
imaginable abandoned or unused spaces
{schools, barracks, cinemas, racetracks,.etc.).
There is now an enomous housing crisis which
involves people from increasing numbers of social
strata and which has led us, the “workers without
contracts” of the Acrobax Laboratery, to make our
contribution to a dialogue on the right to housing -
which may highlight the neads of that
heterogeneous group which animaies, -
experiences and produces in metropolises:
“UNCONTRAGTED WORKERS",

\We, as workers without regular employment
contracts, live bound by restrictions that dany us
the oppertunity of directing our own lives, and
allow us even less space in which to explore a
desire to change existing conditions.

In this “dark tunnel" of uncontracted labour,
reclaiming the generat right o housing appears 1o
be a reasanable path to take in atlempting to
change our conditions “HIC ET
NUNC (HERE AND NOWY". [t
would free us, though perhaps only
partially, from being forced to
accept any work at any cost,

degrading or humiliating, From this
slarting point, we hope o progress
to a wider and more complex
hypothesis on the idea of the
metropolis, the common good and
the distribution of wealih,

'n a society where everyone must
continually produce and where the
“market” is the only meastre of the :
value of our fives, we choose fo turn our backs on

‘the issue of giobal market cantrol and it

mechanisms, and therefore refuse to accept the
idea that a house is merchandise. We believe that
it is necessary to begin with an analysis of the
current state of things before going on 1o make
proposals and changes.

The liberalization of the housing rental markat in

Italy (L. 431/98), the mad concession of areas for
social housing to cooperatives for the construction
of private housing and the absence of the
construction of public houslng, means that today
the percentage of public housing is extremely o
4,3% of total housing and enly 23% of rental
housing (source: Eurohousing 2001). This
guarantee of a minimal amount on the part of the
state or local bodies, i not only insufficient in the
face of the current housing emergency, but is
insufficient for the number of new metropolitan
dwetlers. These, whether unconfracted workers,
italians or immigrants, see nc rent control
whatsoever in the private rental market nor,
furthermore, any allemative to this market or that
of choosing a mortgage in arder to purchase’a
house. However, mortigages are often
inaccessible, given the change in the general
labour market to uncontracted employment and
the difficutty in abtaining a residence permit for
immigrants. At the end of every month this
problem materializes like an invisible chain,
pecoming 4 kind of blackmailer who forces us (o

accept any exploitative situation in order to wark.
There Is no systemic response to the "housing
problem’ in Italy. Instead, the problem is
increasingly aggravated through privatization and
the canstruction of entire mefropolitan areas
without ever considering public palicies
addressing the right to housing.
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Housing and income

Beginning, therefore, from this reasoning, which
our living conditions and the many participanis
within various movements have influenced, we
believe it is necessary to imagine and practice a
naw public policy, a policy for the common’
good, which, starting frem the public control of
housing, wouid redistribule the enormous wealth
produced by social cooperation, the lifeblood of
contemporary vitaiity, This redistribution should
not come from ideas about solidarity, piety or
pavarty, but from a spirit of reclaiming and
affirming that we, as subjects who produce

to find possible routes to our goal.: =

If one refuses to take Telenttess building .~ =

development as a point of refarence; itis -
possible to imagine the first step in-creating a® -
mechanism for the distribution of a univérsal and
uncenditional income. This can be done through .
dedicating new construction to pitblic hatsing,
making unused or abandoned property availabie
for habitation, revising the classification system
for accessing Public Housing rental rates, and by
reassessing the importance of new metropolitan
participants and the assumtion that unconiracted
work and income discontinuity are today the

meaning and wealth, oppose privatization and the paradigm of nermality. It is possible to speak of

plundering of our lives.

Tha construction of public housing would be an
early sign of resistance to the spread of the
“housing markel', Furthermore, the increase of
the public housing quota by at least 30% of the
total amount of housing nationally would
immediately result in a redistribution of income, a
possible aliernative to the impossibiiity of the
market and, in particular, a struciural response
that wauld go a long way to satisfy at least one of
the needs of the many people who are without
standard labour contracts.

Beyond this, the presence of a strong public
control may be one of those shortcuts which the
movement against uncontracted labour might
adopt as one of their own in animating a new
round of discussion and political struggle for

common property/good, starting from the extreme  activities outside of work. We wouid finally be able

and irriducible dichotomy between global capital
and ihe public good (RES PUBBLICAE). The
intent is fo open a dialogue on the idea of the
common good and o connect alt those who
speak and practice a ‘new-old’ idea of the
commoen good. Thus, we have seen the fight
against the Bolkenstein directive, against
intellectual property and for the free circulation of
knowledge, the fight against the privatization and
merchandising of goods and services, against
environmental devastation, and agitation for an
income for everyone. Ceriainly, we must begin
from an overall discourse and later on must deal

with the intermediate steps that need fo be taken

guaranteed income in an indirect form, or rather, -
through guaranteeing public housing at rental
rates that are low and accessible to everybody. -
Think of the impact on daily life if each of us had
publicly-owned accommodation avallable (this
fmeans without entarging or conceding guotas to
the private market). The effect on our lives, now
marked by under-the-table or part-time jobs, by
bitled autonomeus work or payment by project,
would be the equivalent of ready money and time
in our hands. It would give us the opportunity to
choase if, where, how and when to work and
produce. It would mean allowing at least a
minimat opportunity to ptan autonomous ways to
live, not for locking ourselves away in solitude bui
for giving value to our social lives and our

to have a minimal, but important, amount of fime
to imagine and experience another possibile
world. ' '

In this case; we believe housing is income.

In our apinion, paying minimal rent, without ever
owning, but at the same time contributing to
nolicies which are social, redistributive and for the
common good, would improve the quality of life
for everyone. It would guarantee everyona the

opporiunity 1o change their housing, whether out

of nacessity or desire, and, most importantly,
would become an element of stability and
rootedness against the cantortions and forced
migrations which we must go through on a daily |
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basis In order to make it to the end of the month.

* To sum up, the guarantee of accornmadation, of
the right fo housing, without the systematic
consiruction aof new housing, but through the re-
use of already-buili urban areas, of existing
structures, or abandoned industriat sites is one of
the key social rights which wa wouid like to see

* assured for everybody.
Our observations are surely not exhaustive and
we do not believe our idea to be the only possible
policy approach, or a panacea for all society's ilis.
We believe that it is cne possible path, a tool
which a self-organized movement of uncontracted
workers should make use of.

Our approach is also incomplete if we imagine
housing in its completeness and complexity; from
household bills to urban planning, from social
issues to the conservation of energy and
resources, right up to the idea of eco-
construction; but it should be taken into
consideration as a possible batileground in the
pracess of making changes to the current power
relationships in society. .

info@acrobax.org
www.acrobax.org

Planners for Planning Rights
by BIMKOM Office

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
subsequent UN Charters and Covenants on
economic, social, cultural, civit and pefiticat rights,
call on state signatories to establish minimum
standards to ensure that basic human needs and
rights are protected
and promoted.
Among these are the
right to equality, to
the protection of
ethnic, cultural and
religious identity, to
housing, public
services, a dignified
standard of living,
access to job
opporlunities and
education, freedom
of information, freedom of remdence W|thm s{ate
borders and the right to participate in decision-
making. While most of these rights are enshrined
in the basic and some secondary laws in Israel,
very little attention has been paid to their
application and enforcemant with regard to
planning policies and regulations.

In Israei, the decision making process is highly
centralised. All too often decisions concerning
spatial planning and tand use are rooted it
ideological, political and security considerafions or
taken on the basis of narow economic interests,
without consultation or due regard for the neads
and rights ¢f the poputations concerned.
Conseguently the pfanmng process often lacks
transparency, by-
passes due
planning
procedures and is
often inequitable
and unsustainable
for the communities
- concerned,
Typically it is the
most vulnerable
.- communities - the
Arab/Bedouin
population, socio-

economic and eultural minorities in the Jewish
sectar and, stib-groups within these communities,
women, children and special needs groups who
are the most affected.

Bimkom, meaning in Hebrew “Alternative” or "In
Place Of" is an Israeli non-profit arganization
formed in 1992 by a group of planners and
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architects to strengthen democracy and human
rights in the field of planning in Israel, Drawing on
values such as social justice, equality and
community pariicipation we seek to affect system-
wide change by encouraging the development of
new planning practices and procedures that are
more accessible and responsive to the needs of
local communities in Israel. Bimkom promotes the
planning rights of all sectors of the Israeli public,
but is particularly commitéed to working with.

® Disadvantaged
communilies and
minority populations,
both Jewish and
Arab.

® The community of
planning and related
professionals in the
pubiic, private and
third sectors.

% Decision makers at
the nationat and
local levels,

Our key objectives are:

" To strengthen
community involvement in the planning
Process;

¥ To advance the implementation and
enforcement of planning rights by advocating
for these rights at all levels of the decision-
making process {legistative, executive,
judiciary). '

® 7o raise awareness and understanding within
the general public of their planning rights and
the measures that can be taken if their rights
are affected.

Bimkom is the only professional organization in
Israel that exists to promote demacracy and
human rights in planning. Since it was formed six
years ago, Bimkom has assisted over 150 local
communities throughout Israel on questions
relating to land zoning, plarning and building

regulations, and neighborhood redevelopment
plans, and has run some 30 planning rights
workshops, seminars and conferences for
disadvanlaged communifies, environmental/social
change organizations and professionals.

In order to achieve our objectives, Bimkom works
along three main axes: community advocacy and
planning; education and empowerment; and
public eutreach. Examples of our activities in
these areas inciude:

®  Assisting the previously unrecognized
Bedouin village of Derjat in the Negev in
securing official recognition and its
establishment as an autonomous runicipalily.
This will enable il in future to benefit from the
same range of public services available to
Jewish communities in the area. This is the
first time that |sraeli pianning authorities
acknowlzdged the existence of an
unrecognized Bedouin village in the Negev,
thus constituting a precedent for others.

" The construction of the Separation Barrier in
the West Bank severely violates the human
rights of Patestinians living near the route, in
large parl because of the restrictions on the
freedom of movement. Thousands of families
are separated from their farmland and have
difficulty traveling to urban centres to work, o
obtain an education, to access health and
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“other public services or to maintain family and i) "Planning Rights in Israel” presents the

" social ties. Qver the past two years, Bimkom findings of an extensive twa-year survey on

has assisted over 20 Palestinian communities the state of planning rights in Jewish

in their fight against the route of the Barrier, development towns and Arab localiies. The

gathering and researching the planning data report also defines and develops a genaral

and producing professional planning opinions concept of planning rights.

for the courts, concering the effects of the i) *Under the Guise of Security" (produced jointly

Barrier on the communities in question, with B'tselem), provides an in-depth analysis

™ Bimkom ran a planning rights workshop for of the expansion plans of four setflements and
local residents of the development town of the connection between the plans and the
Sderot. The workshap focused on the route of the Separation Barrier, It disputes the
planning situation in Sderot and plans for the centention that the Barrier's route-is based
future developmant of the town. A compact scisly on security considerations and proves
was established between the local residents that one of the primary reasons for choosing
and the local authority regarding public the route of many sections of the Barrier was
participation and planning rights in the town. fo place certain areas intanded for seltlement

= Bimkom piloted a serfes of eight training expansion on the "Israeli" side of the Barrier,

workshops designed {o raise awareness
among local and national government
pianners and community workers of the
human rights dimension in planning and
related social, ethnic and cultural aspecis, and
to provide them with new competences and
tools to help them integrate these concepis
into thelr work practices.

In the six years since Bimkom was launched, we

have made significant progress in broadening our

base of influence as welt as the range and depth of

our activities, However, there is still a long way to go

1o before planning rights are firmly anchored in

Israeli pianning policies and practices, We hope that

the two-year information, education and advocacy

i _ campaign that we will be launching this year, as well

* In 2004/2005, Bimkom published three major  as our other activities will conéribute significantly to
planning rights reports. this objectiva.

- i} "The Planning Deadlock: Land regularization,

Building Permits and House Demglitions in

East Jenisalem " examines house demdiition

policy in East Jerusalem.

Stop the Wall Campaign

maps in courts. Maps are also utilised - arguably
by Nadia Abu-Zahra

underutifsed — in public awareness and
advocacy. The following paragraphs therefore
"Countermapping" is a term coined by look briefly at one of the few instances where
anthrapologist Nancy Peluso to describe the use  countermapping has raised awareness and

of maps for the protection and defense of human  mobilised locat and international support for
rights (and most often, rights to resources). Many human rights.

documented cases - from South, Central and In the autumn of 2002, the office of the

North America, Australia, and Africa — to name Palestintan Environmental NGOs Network

but a few places where it has taken place - use  (PENGON) issued a cali for a coordinated,
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popular, and grassrcots effort to bring down the

Wall in the West Bank. What then emerged was

the Palestinian Grassroois Anti-Apartheid Wall

Campaign. In addition lo caordinating activities

focally and nationally, the Campaign sought to

bring international attention to the construction of
the Wall. Realising its situation was not unique,

the Campaign jeined existing international voices
calling for an end to colonisation, war and racism.

One of the Campaign's firsl activilies was to build

a website {o share information with others .

(www stopthewall.org). The website was divided

into 14 sections: The Campaign, Activist

Resources, Analysis/Features, Boycotl Seciion,

Communily Voices, Fact Sheets, FAQs,

International Law, Latest News, Mainstream

Media, Maps, Photos, Video Footage, and

Waorldwide Activism. This article will focus on two

aspects of the website: Maps and Photos. Both

are crucial to the Campaign's four strategies: {1)

Grassroots mebilisation, {2) NGO and national

mobilisation, (3) Research and documentation,

and (4) International outreach and solidarity.

The Campaign tock as its four goals the following:

1. The immediate cessation of the building of the
Wall.

2. The dismantling of all parts of the Wall and its
retated zones already buili.

3. The retum of lands confiscated for the path of
the Wall,

4, The compensation of damages and lost
income due to the destruction of land and
propery in addition te the restitution of land.

In order to translate these goals to website

viewers, the Campaign relied on maps fo

communicate the size and extent of the Wall.

Seventeen key maps are featured on the website,

in addition to many others tucked into artictes.

These maps illustrate the development of the

Campaign Gver time. Initially, the Campaign's

goal was to broadeast warnings about the

upcoming plans for the Wall. Thus, israeli military
maps were direclly reproduced and distributed as
widely as possible. However, the military maps
suppressed and omitted any information on the
effects the Wall would have on the Palestinian

 communities it threatened. The Campaign's

members and supporters therefore provided-
maps to highlight the human and environimental
fragedies the Wall was causing. Asthe
Campaign grew beyond being an umbrelia group
and developed the four strategies above, its maps
became increasingly tailored ta the goals and:-
needs of awareness raising and advocacy, .© - -
Representing now not only NGCs, bui also
regional Popular Committees, the Campaign now
specifies the maps it neads - and uses them in
presentations with local communitiss and
international delegations alike.

The Campaign's crucial map of July 2004
assessed the Israeli High Couri's ruling on the
Wall, and was entitled, "New Map Shows that the
Most Destructive Aspects of the Wall Will Remain,
Despite Court Ruting". Several months [ater, .
three maps emerged in February 2005 "The Wall
Map around Bethlehem®, "Map of Settler Roads
and Tunnels”, and "The New |sraefi
"Disengagement Plan”.

These maps displayed a level of analysis that
surpassed most written and spoken political
forecasts and analyses. With few words, these
maps elucidated the possible future lying before
the West Bank, and cleared away layers of media
representation of the imminent "disengagement”
of 2005. The full impact of "industriat zones" as a
means to confine and controt the Palestinian
population became evident through these maps.
The last and most recent map feature on the -
Campaign's website was entitled, "Judaizing
Jerusalem - the Ethnic Cleansing of the
Palestinian Caplal” (December 2005). While a
controversial subject, the map spoke volumes in
support of its title, leaving little basis for
disagreement amonginternational abservars.
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The Wall and Projected Israefi Unilateral Disengagement - February 2005
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The Maps section of the Anti-Apartheid Wall
Campaign's website is a moving depiction of the
prasent and possible future of Palestinian
vilages, towns, and localities. More moving,
however, Is the section on Photos. This paper will &4
look only at two of the more recent additions, ori
demolition and children. The first gallary of
photographs presents the accounts of women and &
men whose homes have been demolished
{February 2008):

&%
Musfafa Qasem Qadah from Shugba, Ramaffah:
"Today our home, tomorrow the factory. In this way
they try to ensure thaf all traces of our history and life
are eradicated. The Occupation military has given the
owner of this faclory a demoiiion order informing him
that they will destroy it in the coming days. Where
should | buid my housa? On the sastern side there
are settfenents and their roads, in the Wes! they
have eracted the Apartheid Wall, In the whole area
tha Qecupation dossn't give permits. Shoutd | build

B P Sl L e o7 s F4 ]
Altan Ahmed al-Wahsh from al-Fardais, East Bethiehem;
“They demolished my house and said: ‘Leavel We dont
want any Pafestinians here’. Butl ran and brought the
flags of my country and put them on top of the remains of
my home. I'm here. | will not leave. | wil stay, regardess
of what they decide.”

my house Upin & stars?”

In a phato gallery antitled, *The siruggle against
the Wall in the ayes of Palestinian chiidren," the
testimonies of the divided village of Nazlet Issa

are voiced (December 2005):

‘It was a sunny and nice day when the soldiers starfed
R e e demofishing houses in the villages around Nazlef issa.
Fatima Thiab .?uman from Jib al-Thieb: "Where we should Thay destroyed or demoiished the houses that made
go? They didn't feave anything for us. Our houses, our  pyiiding the wall difficult and that were in fheir way, They
belongings are crushed under their bulldozers. Are these started from the moming, From that time everything turmed
small sheds any danger or threal to their “security™? They dark iz my memory.
are only in the way of their unlimited expansionism.” The nice things were not as nice as they were before and

while the Israeli military kepf on destroying there were an
announcement in the mosque asking the women and
children to go away from the fiouses that would be
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destroyed. At tha time ! thought they would destroy aff the  His sister came. She was married in Kafin and she was
houses in my village so | couldn’t stand up. Because | there for the parly. But the party didn't finish because they
thought we would be Jeft without a iome. ldeas came ta mydemolished his house. A beautifil house but thaf was the
mind without stopping. | couldn't keep my fear away. end of the wedding parly. They demolished his house.”

! wanted o start crying but my brother told me about
everything. Only the houses near the wall would be
destroyed. Ifeft a fittla bif more comfortable. Buf one thing
bothered me. Some people will miss their homes and will
feel fike | felf before...” {Manar Awwad)

Above: Mahmoud, 11 years ofd.

Perhaps the most important contribution of the
Photos secfion is that it tells us what no map can
tall. Countermapping is heralded as a vital tool in
coutt cases, in raising awareness, and in
advocacy. But the impressions of photographs,
film, experience, oral history, and personal
communication are deeper in meaning than the
_, conveyed messages of most maps. Relevant to
Above "We will fight til we see the Wall falf', Nevin Nizar 1his issue are the new efforts o bring life to maps:
fo allow maps to be altered and enhanced by
people involved in the stories maps tell, Until —
"It was the darkest day of my life. #t was the day ofthe  and after — such connections are made however,
wedding party for one of the Palestinian youth in the the complimentary use of maps, photographs and

village, Moin Mahmoud Assad. The soldiers came whert he personal histories exemplified in the work of the

had his party. They demolished his house the same day. Palestinian Grassraots Anti-Apartheid Wall
Some paople came to the party and sald: “There are a lo}

of israeli tanks and big bulldozers. They want to destroy ~ CaMpaign wil continue to be of importance to
your house.” All the people ran to the house and fhay existing and potential countermappers around the
began to talk {o the Israeli commander to discuss with him world.

if they could take somsthing from the house. The man Acknowledgments: All photos, maps and quoies
whose house was about lo be demolished cried. Hfz are from the Palestinian Grassroots Anti-

refused fo leave the house and fe told the peopie: “If they Apariheld Wall Campaign website,

want to destroy my house they can do # on my head.” But
some of the Palestinian youth they hekd him and got him  ww.stopthewall.or

out of the house. You cannol imagine the scenery that day.
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Social Mapping Experiments_ in Rome
by Transfrom! ltaly Office

Since 2004, the Transform! ttaly research is

before: it regards “Alternative Economy” in Rome,
Specifically, a open platform called “Tavolo
dell'Aftra Economia” was established between
Cooperatives, Agriculture Producers, Fair Trade

focusing on creating a cammon space for different Shops, Networks of ¢ economy of solidarity”, Time

social-palilical mapping projects, specifically in
urban areas.

The aim of this experiment is to bring together
social actors, researchers, assdciations, groups,
networks and individuals in 2 open platform in
order to share experiences, build a common

language and imprave interactions between them.

To achieve this goal, we started investigating
social conflicts in Rome in six different fields:
Squatted Houses, Labour Conflicts, Social
Centers, Immigrants, Momads Communities and
Rave Parties. We presented our experiments in
the 151 Collevecchio Inura Conference (June,
27" 2005) and showed the resulting maps in our
wabsite (www.transform.it},

The way of collecting data was horizontal,
decentralized and opened. In other words, we
didn't collect data from istitutionai sources, but
directly from and *with" the various (but disperse)
groups acting on the territory. Doing so, we
helped groups and paoples objects of the
research represent themselves. Moreover, the
experiment helped them come out from illegality.
We used the G.I.S. (Geographycal Information

Systems) fechnology for many reasons: first of all,

it makes possibie not only to visualize many
layers of informations, but also to update them in
a efficient manner; second, it presents data that
can be browsed and interrogated on the web (by
MapServer, an open source Web-Gis software);
third, this technofogy, with some programming
jab, lets logged users insert new data. After the
“conflicts maps™ experience (that continues by
updating data coming from different actors},
Transform! taly started to realize new mapping
projects.

One of them is ready to be showed on the web
and it is open to everyone's contribute, as said -

Banks experiments, Children Associations,
Energy and Mobility experiences, Campaigns and
Events promoters and Open Source groups. This
horizontal dialogue allowed a participating
process in collecting data for every “point on the
map’. We collected and georeferenciated almost
275 elements with information associated
regarding address, anagraphic data, deseription
of the activity, typology, services and produits
offered, website link and e-mail contact.

“Afternative Economy” Map of Rome 275 eloments of
social economy georeferenciated with information
associated :

W ERheTgend & LOTifE

SCultura = saper § Sodtware
Ribeerg
W futcpravduzione sacmb

N FLidy bl e ENenga
BLoLpeney, interrag, |

Yueizme resporasbiie
BFeAsALs aftcy

ELLT P

SEwardr

Percentage of every field of aclivily (grouped in order to
limit the number of economy seciors)
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The 19 municipaliies of Ramé Witk statistiaal nformation
regarding 8 different fields of activily

A differe};f graduation of colors lels to appreciate the
social presence in each quarter of Rome

Some processing has been made in order o
extract statistical information about the presence
of every economy sector in the 19 municipalities
of Rome, and in order to show a diachronic
analysis on the increasing of the social economy
in Rome in the past years,

We would correlate this map with other social-
economic data at different scales with the aim to
go beyond istitutional boundaries, to deform the
traditional vision of the cily and to try to show a
new and unknown urban vision, closer fo 1he
perceived reality.

Tao achieve the goal of a mteractwe and useful

informatic tool, we allow every logged user to find  spaces not istitutional,

an address, in the dynamic and browsable map,

by using a street search too}, to draw a new
graphic point, and fill a schedule on-line inserting
his own information into a spatial database linked
to the map {click on “Altra Economia’ in the left
mend inside www.transform.it; then click on the
first map).

sk IR 134 Vi, mp
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A form-on-ing associated to the new point mse.rled by a
logged user, alfows to add mfonnat.'on i

New mappmg experiments in Rome wil regarding
precaricus workers (also fo be connected with:
EuroMayday network actions); the activities 1n3|de.
a social center (linked to other soclal centers)
some critical areas where urban plans__a__r .
correlated with speculation aftempts; migrants
places and services helping them; and cultural.
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Moreover, we are showing first examples of
quantitative and geographycal information about
european social participation (click on "Mappe
Europa" in the left menu inside

www fransform.it) exiractad from the "memory”
of the three european social forums (Florence,
2002; Paris, 2003 and London, 2004}, Scon, we'll
publish on the web a browsable map and the
database of organisations associaled to it. After
the European Social Forum of Athens we'll add a
new information coming from the direct
Inscriptions made by every organization.
Maps are a powerful language that reflects a
world interpretation, not being neutral. Transform!
taly cheosed this tool because it allows to show
how many different points of view we have to
observe the world; it makes possible to create a -
shared knowledge functional to the action; and -
itforces istitutions to recognize new social inpuls
and needs.

Rome is today an interesting laboratory if we think
that other groups are experimenting mapping
tools. For example, the association "Engineers
Without Borders - Rome” (click on “Gruppo Citta
Futura® inside http:/fwww.isf-roma.org) started

investigating the hystorical quarter of Rome - “La
Garbatella” - to help inhabitants, associations,
groups to auto-represent by GIS technology
revealing uneasinesses but also good practices in
matter of sustainability. Soon, a GPS saturday-
morning-game wilt be organized in the strests of
the quarter “with" inhabitans to decover and put
on a map the *best” and the *worst" place inside
the quarter (that is betwean “Piramide” and Via
Cristoforo Colombo).

Transform! italy website: http:/fwww transform.it/
Contacis: info@fransform.it - mappe@transform.it

Cpen Source Web-G.1.8. Software;
hittp:fhwww.maptools.org

CoMMA Cooperative Multimedia Mapping
Action
by Laura Colini, Lorenzo Tripadi & lacopo Zetti

During tast INURA conference in Castalvecchio,
Italy, we presented a proposal for a project called
CoMMA {Cooperative Multimedia Mapping
Action}, to be submitted to the 6% Framework
program of European Commission, theme
*Emerging technology and Infrastructure”.

The aim of the CoMMA project Is to develop and
test digital networking tools for bottorm up
representation of urban/social landscape. The
research project involves the INURA association,
several research institutions in Europe and some
members of INURA network,

Although the research on digitat networking toal is
an important aspect of emerging technologles and
infrastructures, the EU commission did not

Unfortunately, no feedback or explanation has
been provided.

We may suppose that's because the call we
applied to strictly fecuses on technical innovations
in information technologies. On the contrary,
CoMMA focuses more on developing participative
strategies in European cities that take advantage
of innovative open source mapping technoiogies.
Nowadays, there is a wide range of initiatives in
this field and it is our belief that INURA network
has a tremendous potential for a rich comparative
research concerning public policies/actions in EU

. cities and the use of non-market driven

information communication technologies,

INURA commaon principles and experiences,
theoratical references and comparative case
studies in different countries are indeed significant
opportunities to develop a cellaborative research
in this subjact. Moreover alt research partners

consider CoMMA project efigible: the research for demonstrated enthusiasm and great support in
CoMMA is simply considered not pertinent to the  creating the first common project within the

specific call of the 6% Framework program.
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INURA network. For this reasons, it is vital fo the existing gap between urban daily life and its
move forward in spending cur fulure efforts in representation,
looking at more appropriate calls with a stronger  In particular, the present research focuses on the
relevance on citizen participation. involvernent of citizens to pilot an effective, user
friendly, open source mapping system to map
COMMA PROJECT-ABSTRACT values, facilities, practices and prejects at urban
Nowadays, technology is basically used lo inform  scale. This new system will support and
cltizens on urban plans and prajects or when encourage research groups, public
possible on public meetings and open debate. administrations and focal communities in building
The potential of technology to improve interaction interactive cartography based on shared practices
among users around 4
urban and tertitorial -
subject, is not yet
fully explored.
Therefore, the gap
between
communicative
participalory
approach in urban
ptanning and the
evolution of
interactive
technologies will
benefit from
innovative insights
and knowledge
exchange. Even
more urban plans
and social public
policies often suffer
from lack of
communicaticn that
cause difficulties in
understanding
cancerns, needs and
informal practices of
everyday life. This
research project on
instruments will aflow
people to participate
in activities of
community mapping,
taking advantage of the actual advancement of.
digital device and ICT. At the same time it will
encolrage experimentation and good praclices
while giving new input on theoretical debate on

and actions crossing different sources o societal
knowledge, fostering new dialogue and
knowledge fransfer '
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off apparently social left wing work (this is

frue also for some university people)

There are people that think that many tiny (local)

- changes can develop the new world under
construction, hut what we see and experience is
that the tiny win are always under threat, and the
effort spent cannot be compared with what is
gained.

Which is the strategy to overcome injustice and to
win against the forces for which our exodus is
unacceplable, as is our soclal and collectlve use
of "their” private property?

The issue at stake is how we, as INURA, can
contribute to open new path for change. ltis not
anough to remain to description, interpretation or
to repeal what was afready understood by
movements, without saying anything useful that
was nol yel known.

It is trie that many “Environmental studzes centre’
or "Women studies centre” in Universities have
mainly used (and exptoited for individual career)
the collective knowledge created by the
environmental and the feminist movements
without being able to
give anything back. That
collective knowledge
was created inside the
movements by people
really being (o trying fo
ke as much as they can)
aclivists and theorists.
The roots of INURA lie
there. Probably
knowledge for change -
can be praduced only
uniting thinking and
fighting (theory and
practices).

How to win and not only
be conscious to be on
the right side {see
Arundhati Roy about the
fights in India). How to win freedom, equality, self
determination in the everyday life of the

dispossessed.

Which relationship between discursive reflection
and practical politics can we suggest? (see David
Harvey at the end of his book Justice, Nafure and
the Geography of Difference).

How to deal with the six moment of social
process: discourse, power, socia relations,
beliefsivalues/dasires, institutions, material
practices?

Direct democracy, solidarity, self management of
work and living: house, education, health, new
ways of production, distribution and exchange.
The measuring point of effectiveness of theory
and action is the overcome of exploitaion, of
subordination, of dispossession, of discrimination,
so that everyhody havs the freedom to decide on
her/his own, freedom to chaose the community of
which being part (not obliged through birth or
supposed race}.

Which knowledge is necessary for social change?
The one that: empower the dispassessed; have
and give access to the praxis {action); is not close
and elitarian but accessible and spread at
different level, with different languages, for

T diferent cépaciiy of un

understand all kind of expioitation, discrimination,
dispossessicn even the one not considered
before.
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Report
by Richard Wollf

General matters
- About 18 members have sent their apologies
not being able to attend the conference
- In October 2004 several INURA members
' participated in the London Sacial Forum

- In January 2005 a mini Inura conference was
held in Porto Alegre at the World Soclal Farum

- Changes in addresses: please report them to

the Ziirich INURA office

Change in e-mail address for the listserv:

please report to Roger Keil tkall@yorku.ca

- Many thanks to Silvia, Roberto and the Rome
group for organising the 2005 conference as
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well as to refreal organizers Ute, Laura,
Louanne, and Britta,

inquiries, brainstormings, and d.ebates. A superb
instrument] Use il
Memberships:

Report from London office (added to in Feb. 06) Electronic payment is finally and after some initial

London and UK members have been active,
before and since the INURA meeting In June 05,
in particular a lot of the London tnurians have

- been very active in the London Social Forum
(www.londonsocialforum.org.uk), buitding up to a
Forum held in October 05 in Landan's City Halt
with debates and campaigning an London
democracy, planning, housing and racism, much
of it recorded by a team from Spectacle. INURA
was instrumental in building a network for
Florence's CoMMA bid 1o the EU and we hope

problems working smoothly. No more blaming
banks for inefficiency and transfer expenses, it's
now quick and easy 1o pay your fees.

Money matters

The INURA account for 2004 showed a total

income of CHF 14.600 and total expenses of CHF 7

11.200. The account for 2004 is approved by the
meeting and the remaining CHF 400 is added to
the balance sheet.

In 2005 the time that Philipp and Richard must
spand on the Common INURA Office will add up

there will be further bids. We have also been very to 200 hours, With the availabie funds there is no

active in preparations for the May ESF meeting in

way to pay even the minimum wage for the hours

Athens (www.fse-esf.org) where we hope to see a worked. Richard and Philipp will not continue after

ot of tnurians, including housing activists across
Europe who have been meeting (with some
overlap with the German group preparing INURA
06). Contact m.edwards@ucl.ac.uk for mare info,
Report from the Common Office in Zurich
The Gommon Office confinues connecting,
informing and supporting members and friends of
the network. Conference organisers and bulletin
publishers can always rely on back-up from
Zurich,

The Common Office is also the central trading
place for money (see below), addresses,
brochures and declarations.

INURA brochures (explaining the network to
newcomers and outisders) and

INURA declarations ("An altemative Urban
World is Passible"} can be ordered from the
Common Office.

The INURA book ,,Contested Metropotls“ can
be ordered from the publisher Birkhéuser:

wiww.springer.com/sgwi/cdalfrontpagel/0,11855,1-
40363-22-34421727-0,00.html?changeHeader=true

Until the end of 2005 about 1100 coples have
been sold. Ask your library if they already have
one!

Listserv

Operated and maintained by INURA Toronto,
Poputar for job and conference ads, generat

2005 on the present basis. Working at a decent
wage wilf lead {0 a structural deficit of about
€6.500 in 2006, At the next general mesting a
sofution for the finances must be presented,
especially because the subsidy from the Ponte
Foundation ends,

Proposals were discussed fo increase the Inura
budget for 2006. it was agreed to increase the fee
for institutional and individual membershig, and to
have a closer look at European subsidies.

For 2006 the following minimum membership s’ees
were agreed: .

- institutional € 250

- individuzal €50

- students € 25

- in application € 0

If an institute or a university pays the institutionat
membership, the involved members should pay
ihe individual membership as well.

Funding information can be distributed through
the listserv. Rachel shall do the kick-off,

For future conferences it is advised fo make a
greater differentiation in the conference fees.
Britta formulates criteria and sends them around.
2006 and on

In April 2006 the European Social Forum wili be
held in Athens. Abaut 12 [nura members tntend to
participate.
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The meeting agreed to hold the 2006 INURA
conference in Bochum (became later: Essen) in
the Rhine-Ruhr area from 290 June until 58 July,
The working title is “Global City Regions -
Towards a Shareholder City". Sebastian, Tino,
Manuel and Daniela are be among the organisers
of the conference. The retreat group consists of
Julie Anne, Rachel, Fred, Richard M and a
representative of the crganisers.

For 2007 the discussion arose o connect the
INURA conference to the World Social Forum or
not. The next WSF wilt probably be held in Africa
of again in Porto Alegre. Both expensive to gat to
and cheap to five. Los Angeles could be another
long term option for the INURA Conference.
Important subjects for future conferences:
infexclusion, diversity, muiticulturalism, to combat
prejudice. No final decision was taken on the
2007 conference.

Some reflections

Al last years' retreat in Egmond an anti-Semitic
remark was made. This, but especialiy how the
group dealt with it caused a lot of initation. it was
not apenly discussed, even if soma people felt’
themselves parsonaily attacked. It should have
been the subject of discussion at the round-up of
the conference, The attitude of some members
towards invited guests was criticized as well. Not
enough open mind, too arrogant.

A vivid discussion arose on invisible power -
structures within inura and on dominance by
English speakers or profs with prestige.

it was decided to preserve an open atmosphere
at the conferences, to avoid any systematic
diserimination, to discuss questions that arise
during the conference openly and to make the
retreat committes responsible that this realiy
happens.

INURA WRAP-UP - 30 JUNE 2003

Exodus needs support 1o deliver a critique on a
proposed Masterplan for the Marsh Farm area. A
letter of support will be drafted.

Brussels/BRAL

An reports: BRAL continues to follow closely all
urban initiatives in Brussels. At present BRAL is
invaived with the Thurn & Taxis area, where a
proposal with only office developmeant was
rejected after a public inquiry. BRAL proposed
public participation from the beginning. To make
the final plan will take some years. Becausa it
congerns mainly private property, the government
does not know well how to handle the case.
Zurich/Kraftwerk

Andreas reports: 4 years have passed sinca the
project has been realized. The inhabitants are stil
proud of the project. Afghan and Tamit familiss
and handicapped people have been well
integrated, The next issue comes from the
neighbourhood: a new soccer stadium and
shopping centre has been planned there.
Ironically the suecess of Kraftwerk has led fo a
sise in land prices in the surrounding district.
Residents University

Daniela announces workshops after the
Residents' University. Among others Growing up -
i] the Neighbourhood, 20 22 OCtober in Dortmund.
Global South :

Raffaele reports on the mventory of Florence
research projects regarding the South. The
comment was: make it léss encyclopaedic, let
local experts parhclpa!e and make it more useful
to the local paople. = :

Common Research PrOject

We should confiniie with the proposal by the
Firenze group. The workmg litle is "The Right to
describe the City".

if we want to apply for European funds the
proposa! miuist be ready by 21 September

- Next years' conference .
ol suggested ogive ‘priotity o persons who slay

S for the whole conferense and 1o strass that to stay

UK/Exodus

Important for the discussions.




INURA ANNUAL CONFERENCE urban movements fighting and just practising
June 29 - July 5, 2006, Bochum/Germany solidarity,

GLOBAL CITY REGIONS INURA EXCURSION AND WORKSHOP
TOWARDS A SHAREHOLDER CiTY July 6-8, 2006, Leipzig/ Germany
by Stebasfian Miiller

»Livintg and planning the shrinking city:
Big money and finance driven capitalism are experiences from different countries«
ruling the world, more intensive than ever before :
in the history of mankind. Big fortunes are Call for Papers! Indication of interest

collected and managed by Private Equity Funds, Due date far registration: June 1, 2006
Hedgefunds and "fund of furds”, which promise  Due date for abstracts; May 15, 2006

highest profits to the shareholders; They do not

feel cther seclal, focal or national responsibility Overview:

than 1o make more rich even those who belong to  Following this year's INURA conference, which is
the richest peoples in the world. Highly going to lake place in Bochurn/ Germany, our
speculative, such funds operate from offshore group of Researchers at UFZ-Center for

- banking places and tax havens. They are marking Environmental Research invites you for a

an extreme kind of “disimbedded” and workshop in Leipzig. The aim of the workshop is
“deterritorialised” capitalism that must have deep  fo fesume and deepen the discussion about
impacts an the development of territories, cities  "shrinking cities”, that has started ameng Inurians
and regions, where productive capitat is fixed and  at last years conference in Callevecchio. We will
where people simply live their daily lives. organize excursions in the “shrinking" region
INURA's 16% world conference will study the . Hallef Leipzig, mest activists and researchers and
results, the social contradictions and the social  prepare a workshop, for which we invite
movements in the urban environment deriving presentations.

from the invasion of this deterritorialised The whole event is going to take place from July
economy. Who will be excluded from public and 6% to July 8%, immediatety following the Inura
social housing, when it gets sold and Conference in Bochum. Accommodation will be
commodified under a neoliberal agenda? To what provided in a Hostel, and we are going to prepare
“degree will be altered and destroyed public fieldirips etc. Presentations and discussions are
infrastructure, as public fransport systems, as going to take place at UFZ-Center for

public hospitals, public educational systems or  Environmental Research. There will be enough
public places, when they get privatised? How are  time time for socializing.

fransformed and streamlined political regimes and We are still warking on details and will give you
planning discourses and methods to struciure more information as soon as possible. Please
such development? note, that space is limited to 20 participants on
The conference is aiming, oo, to measure public  “first come, first served"-basis.

support, resources and existing ways for an .

economy of solidarily, an urban environmentof ~ Papers/Presentations:

social justice and societies of societal integration  The »Leipzig committee« welcomes and
" in our days. The conference will listen to any such encourages contributions that give new insights
argument, and it is interested to meet people and  exploring the phenomenon of shrinking ¢ities in
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dafferent cotitries an reg may facu
on the ways politics and iirban: planmng reaci to::
the new situation, and reflactions on the
consequences for urban theory anief activismi:
Individual contributions should Iast not %onger tha
20 minutes. In order to encourage communication -
we will give provide considerable space for .-, FEE
questions and discussion. Presentations shoutd
be suceinct and not overloaded with too many
details. The number of presentations will be
limited.

Participanis interested in presenting papers
should submit a 250 word abstract, with a title that
captures the core idea of your contribution, the
general topic of what you want to address, how
you will approach it, and what you hope to
achieve.

I you are not sure, whether and
how your presentation will fit into
one of these broad categories,
please contact the organizers!

Abstracts of proposed
presentations are due by May 15,
2006. All abstracts of proposals
and questions related to the
aresentations sheuld be send to:
Matthias.bernt@ufz.de
Looking forward to seeing you in
Leipzig.
The xLeipzig commitiee«
Bertram Schiffers, Dieter Rink,
Annegret Haase, Christoph Gorg,
Malthias Bernt, Christian
Kuhlicke




